
NINETEENTH -CENTURY AMERICAN VENTRILOQUISTS  

Ryan Howard 

As a by-product of my study of the history of American puppets and marionettes in the 

nineteenth century, I have amassed a sizable amount of material about the ventriloquists 

of the period. Ventriloquists are mentioned in the nineteenth century press much more 

often than puppeteers, and the discovery of the names of so many ventriloquists who, as 

far as I know, are not mentioned in any book leads me to believe that the history of 

American ventriloquism has not yet been written. This subject is peripheral to my area of 

research, but I would not want the information I have collected to go to waste, so I am 

making it available to anyone who may find it of interest, and if there are any such 

persons, it would be great to hear from them!    As I continue my note taking, I shall 

update this listing, possibly on a monthly basis. Notes should not be regarded as direct 

quotes unless in quotation marksðbut exact wording can probably be supplied if needed.  

Iôve included some early twentieth-century ventriloquists if I happened to come across 

them. The identification of ventriloquists is complicated by the fact that the word 

ñventriloquistò was sometimes used for Punch and Judy and marionette players.           
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Laurie, Joe Jr. Vaudeville: From the Honky-Tonks to the Palace. New York: Henry Holt 

and Company, 1953. Many of the ventriloquists mentioned in this source worked in the 

twentieth century.  

NYC: New York Clipper. The weekly New York Clipper, 1853-1924, was the first 

periodical devoted to the American entertainment industry; it was the forerunner of 

Variety. Odellôs Annals include Clipper references to New York performances until mid-

1894, but do not include the other parts of the country. I began my note taking with the 

issue of 11 Mar 1893. No claims are made to completeness, as the task involves reading 

pages and pages of names and places in often minuscule type.  As of now, I am up to 7 

Nov 1896.  

 

 
 

NYT:  New York Times 

Odell, George Clinton Densmore. Annals of the New York Stage. 15 vols. New York: 

Columbia University Press, 1927-1949. During the twenty- two years that he devoted to 

this monumental contribution to the history of the New York theater, Odell (1866-

1949), Professor of Dramatic Literature at Columbia University, recorded thousands of 

theatrical performances up to mid-1894.  I have attempted to note all of the references 

to ventriloquists, but there are many omissions, since performers are often mentioned 

without identifying them as ventriloquists.  

Vox, Valentine. I Can See Your Lips Moving: The History and Art of Ventriloquism. 

Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey: Kaye & Ward Ltd, 1981. 

 

PERSONS 

Albertsonne, Hyram M. Nonsense Club of Eckford. Celebration at Anderson Dickey's, 4 Jul 

1906. "Among the celebrated performers who have been engaged for the occasion at a fabulous 

outlay are the celebrated ventriloquist, Prof. Hyram M. Albertsonne, who will introduce Punch 

and Judy and Mme. Albertsonne who will walk the tight rope thirty feet in mid air." (Daily News 

[Marshall, Michigan], 3 Jul 1906, p. 3)Φ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǾŜƴǘǊƛƭƻǉǳƛǎǘέ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

puppeteer. 
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Alexandre, Monsieur. See Vattemare, Alexandre 

Allen, C. J.   

J.O.E. Allen's Lightning Cure Co., Dr. J.O.E. Allen, proprietor; C. J. Allen, 

ventriloquist and manager. They recently closed a two weeks' engagement at 

Ashville, N.C. (NYC, 29 Sep 1894, p. 472).  

C.J. Allen, ventriloquist, Dr. Allenôs Big Medicine Co, under canvas, closed 3 

Dec to four weeks of reported big business in Wilmington, N.C., and opened in 

New Berne, N.C., 8 Dec, for four weeks (NYC, 22 Dec 1894, p. 675).  

Allen, Lieut. W. 

Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist and magician. Can  be engaged for the tenting 

season. Address P.O. Box 529, St. Louis, Mo. (NYC 12 May 1894, p. 160). 

NYC, 2 Jun 1894, p. 208 

Notice, side show managers, On account of the only Adam Forepaugh Show 

closing I am at liberty for the balance of the season With Three Good Acts, 

Ventriloquist, Magic and Punch and Judy, also good all day talker. Address 1,914 

Whittier Street, St. Louis, Mo. (NYC, 15 Sep 1894, p. 466).  

Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist and magician, reports meeting with success with his 

gift carnival and monologue entertainment. (NYC, 24 Nov 1894, p. 607). 

Lieut. W. Allen, the ventriloquist and magician, is here [St. Louis, Missouri] 

visiting friends and resumes the tour of his Gift Carnival Exhibition 14 Jan 1894. 

(NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 699) 

Display ad: Notice, side show managers, Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist and 

magician, can be engaged for the tenting season of 1895, with three good acts, 

ventriloquist, magic and Punch and Judy, and is a good all day talker. Have been 

with the following circuses, and finished the whole season with them all: W.W. 

Cole, 1880, '82, '85, '86; Cooper & Jackson, 1881, '84; John Robinson, 1883; 

Chas. Andress, 1887; the 4 Paws Show, 1888-89-90-91-92; World's Fair, 
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Chicago, Ill., 1893;the only 4 Paw Show, 1894. Address 1914 Whittier St., St. 

Louis, Mo. (NYC, 19 Jan 1895, p. 741) 

Lieut. Allen, Frank Hall's Casino, Chicago, Illinois, week of 24 Feb 1895. (NYC, 

2 Mar 1895, p. 830). 

Display ad: To whom it may concern. Lieut. W. Allen, the royal ventriloquist, has 

just finished a successful engagement the week of March 11 at Havlin's Theatre, 

Chicago, Ill. His act was received nightly with screams of laughter, and the 

intricate working of the figures was the cause of much wonderment to the 

audience. The stage settings, figures and costume excel anything of the kind I 

have seen. Yours respectfully, E.M. Kayne, Manager. Pike's Opera House, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, March 17; Shea's Music Hall, Buffalo, N.Y., March 25; J.H. 

Moore's Wonderland, Rochester, N.Y., April 1. Pleased to hear from first class 

managers of combinations for the season (NYC, 23 Mar 1895, p. 48) 

Lieut. W. Allen, royal ventriloquist, invites managers to see act this week with 

Stroh's Vaudeville, Third Ave Theatre, New York City. (NYC, 13 Apr 1895, p. 

94).  

Lieut. W.W. [sic] Allen, ventriloquist, at present with Scribner & Smith's circus, 

can be engaged. He claims to have originated the rising figures in a box (NYC 13 

Jul 1895, p. 291).  

Display ad: Lieut. W. Allen, America's greatest ventriloquist, will be at liberty 

after the first week in October. At present with Scribner & Smith's Circus. Would 

like to hear from first class managers only. I will invest money in any convincing 

scheme.  Address as per route of Scribner & Smith's Circus, or, care of Clipper. 

To whom it may concern--I wish it known that I am the inventor of the rising 

figures in the box. Who can dispute it? There is more than one target. How many 

does this hit? (NYC, 13 Jul 1895, p. 304)  

Notice, sideshow managers. Lieut. W. Allen, Americaôs greatest ventriloquist, 

will be at liberty after Sept. 28. At present with the Scribner & Smith Show, 

which closes its season on the above date. Can furnish (3) good acts for 

sideshowðVentriloquist, Magic and Punch and Judy, and talk at the door. All the 

above good. Address until Sept. 28 Care American House, Pittsburg, Pa. Care 

Scribner & Smith Show; after Sept. 28 care of Clipper. (NYC, 21 Sep 1895, p. 

466) 

Peter Conklin Wants a Man with Talking Figures. One that does magic. Also 

good Curiosity. One that does musical turn preferred. Address Union Hill, N.J. 

Lieutenant Allen, write (NYC, 12 Oct 1895, p. 513) 
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Allen, ventriloquist. Keithôs Union Square Theatre, New York, 19 Oct 1895 

(NYT, 20 Oct 1895, p. 11).  

Lieut. Allen, ventriloquist, Keith's Union Square Theatre, New York, week of 21 

Oct 1895 (NYC, 26 Oct 1895, p. 536) 

Lieut. Allen and his "Brownie" Family, Carncross' Opera House, Philadelphia, 

this week (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 615).  

Lieut. W. Allen, Carncross Opera House, Philadelphia (NYC, 7 Dec 1895).  

"Lieutenant Allen and his curious family," Carncross' Opera House, Philadelphia. 

Crowded houses last week (p. 630). "Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist, is re-engaged 

at Carncross' Opera House, Philadelphia, this week." (p. 637). Display ad, p. 641: 

" Lieut. W. Allen, ventriloquist. Made a big hit last week, Nov. 25, at Carncross 

Opera House, Philadelphia. Re-engaged for this week, Dec 2. Figures and stage 

settings second to none, and a laugh from start to finish. Managers of Co.'s 

address care of CLIPPER." 

Lieut. Allen, curio hall, New Musee and Theatre, Columbus, Ohio, opening 30 

Dec 1896 (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 697) 

Sideshow and annex of Washburn's Circus included Lieut. Allen, lecturer and 

ventriloquist, magic and Punch (NYC, 13 Jun 1896, p. 232) 

Display ad: "NOTICE, SIDESHOW MANAGERS. LIEUT. W. ALLEN,. 

Ventriloquist and Magician, WILL BE AT LIBERTY AFTER SEPT. 26. Three 

good acts, Ventriloquist, Magic and Punch and Judy. Good free show with talking 

figures, and good all day talker. Address 43 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa., 

care THOS. W. YOST. LIEUT. W. ALLEN." (NYC, 26 Sep 1896, p. 482) 

Allen, W.A ., legerdemain and ventriloquism. Bowery Theatre, New York, 26 Feb 1875 

(Odell 9, p. 571)  

Alward, Gus and Nellie, illusionists, mind-readers, ventriloquists. Minerôs Bowery 

Theatre, New York (Odell 11, p. 564). 

Ament, W.D. Capt. W.D. Ament, fancy rifle show and ventriloquist, Capt. W.D. Ament's 

Combined Shows (NYC, 21Mar 1896, p. 39) 

Andress, Charles (1852-1933).  Andress was a prominent figure in the history of the 

American circus, managing his own shows and also working in a managerial capacity for 

other circuses, including Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey. He started in show 

business at age 10 when he was hired as an assistant by an itinerant magician. When the 

magician died a couple of years later, Andress developed his own show, which involved 
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magic, trained birds and animals, and ventriloquismðhe later told an interviewer that he 

ñwas always gifted with the power or knack of imitating birds and animals and doing 

different stunts in so-called ventriloquism.ò (Biographical History of Barton County, 

Kansas [Great Bend, Kansas: Great Bend Tribune, 1912], pp. 251-253)  

Archer, Fred, ventriloquist. Standard Museum, Brooklyn, 31 Dec 1883-5 Jan 1884 

(Odell 12, p. 376). 

Arne 

Arne, polyphonist and humorist, appeared at Washington Hall, with his talking 

figures and shadow pantomimes; furthermore, he said he would give at the close 

of every performance $150 in presents.  27 Apr-2 May 1868 (Odell 8, p. 408). 

Arne, Prof., ventriloquist. Performed before ñquite large audiences,ò according to 

the Star, at Continental Hall, Greenpoint, New York, 20, 21, and 23 March 1868 

(Odell 8, p. 409). 

Astor, A.C. Good (Laurie, p. 114). 

Bacon. Help the needy. The children of the Five Points at Palace Garden. Mr. C.A. de 

Forrest, the proprietor of the Palace Garden in 14
th
 St. and 6

th
 Ave., having kindly given 

the use of that celebrated place of resort free, to the ñFive Points House of Industry,ò the 

children of that institution will hold a pic-nic there on Wednesday, the 12
th
 inst., during 

the entire day [é.] Mr. Bacon, who is engaged in the Sunday-school of the Institution, 

will present, for the amusement of the children, a variety of pleasing experiments in 

chemistry, philosophy, and natural magic, and scenes in ventriloquism [é.]. (NYT, 11 

Sep 1860, p. 7).  

Banderas. Olympic Vaudevilles: "We showed to an enthusiastic audience, 20, at 

Westport, Mo. Manager Plum, of Plums Opera House, made us a flattering offer for a 

return engagement, which we acceptedé.Also have signed Banderas, the burlesque 

ventriloquist. Everybody well and happy." (NYC, 4 Apr 1896, p. 68) 

Ballantine, Ballantyne, Ballentine 

The Helping Hand Association will hold its third musical and literary 

entertainment at the Union Tabernacle, No. 139 West Thirty-fifth Street, next 

Tuesday evening. Included T.A. Ballantine, elocutionist and ventriloquist (NYT, 

14 Nov 1886, p. 7).  

Initiation of new Knights, Legion of Honor of the United Council No. 1,035, 7 

Feb 1888 [é.] Thomas Ballentine gave some striking examples of ventriloquial 

power (NYT, 5 Feb 1888, p. 8. 
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Sid C. Franceôs Big Double Company, for 25-30 Mar 1889, presented various 

entertainers at the National Theatre, New York, including Thomas Ballantyne 

(Odell 14, p. 116). 

The Julian Comedy Company appeared, 4 Sep 1890, in the Flushing Opera 

House, in The Sea Waif. The cast included Thomas S. Ballantyne [é.] In addition 

to the main play, the offering gave Ballantyne, in ventriloquism [é.] (Odell 14, p. 

775).  

Thomas A. Ballantyne, in Tom Sawyer, Third Avenue Theatre, New York, 1-6 

June 1891 (Odell 14, p. 586). 

Tom Ballantyne, imitations of actors and humorous stories, Decoration Day, 1891 

[?], Barbara Frietchie Post, No. 11, Turn Hall, Greenpoint, New  York  (Odell 14, 

p. 774). 

Balmford, Prof .  

Prof. Balmford, ventriloquist. Donald McKay's Specialty Show, touring south 

Pennsylvania. (NYC, 6 Oct 1894, p. 493) 

Hill's Pawnee Medicine and Specialty Company: "We are doing a banner 

business. July 14 was the Doctor's birthday, which the company celebrated. The 

Doctor received many handsome presents from members of his company, among 

them being a solitaire diamond shirt stud, presented to him by Manager Sampsell 

and Prof. Balmford. All spent an enjoyable day in camp. The company is 

composed of the following members: Dr. C. Hill, proprietor; Mae Hill, treasurer; 

J.E. Sampsell, manager, comedian and banjoist; Rose Sampell, pianist; Bob 

Harris, comedian and dancer, Prof. Balmford, magician and ventriloquist, Billy 

Thompson, musician and vocalist, Mexican Max Owens, fancy rifle shot; Reddy 

Kane, club swinger and juggler, Jack Hart, candy and song book man. We are 

touring Western Pennsylvania, and the 'big chief' dances every Sunday morning 

and The Clipper visits us regularly." (NYC, 25 Jul 1896, p. 325) 

Bauscher, Prof. A.C.  Gollman Brothersô Great Circus and Menagerie. Prof. A.C. 

Bauscher, magician and ventriloquist, was on the roster when the show opened 12 May 

1894 at Baraboo, Wisconsin (NYC, 26 May 1894, p. 181). Bauscher later is often 

mentioned as the manager of Gollman Brothersô side show, but not as a ventriloquist. 

Mrs. Bauscher, a snake charmer, was also part of the side show. Another act in the side 

show was a troupe of glassblowers, which Bauscher also took on tour when the circus 

was not on the road. In Oct 1895 the Bauschers were still features of the side show, when 

the circus disbanded: ñWe have received a communication signed by John Nehman, of 

Capac, Mich., in which the statement is made that Gollmar Bros.ô Circus collapsed at 
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Bellville, Ill., Sept 28, and disbanded without an hourôs warning to the performers and 

musicians.ò (NYC, 5 Oct. 1895, p. 489). The Bauschers rejoined the Gollman show later.  

Bayliss, Sam L., Irish and black face comedian, banjoist and ventriloquist, Kickapoo 

Indian Medicine Co., No. 18. We just closed a six weeks' stay at Sault St. Marie, Mich. 

We turned people away every night. We are now back in Canada, and playing to big 

business. 

Beach, Prof. Prof. Beach, with Punch and knee figures, Oregon Indian Medicine 

Company, Dr. F.M. Smollen (Dr. F. Cole), proprietor and manager. We are touring North 

Dakota to good business. We work east in three weeks. The man in snow delivers ice 

with silver hooks every Sunday (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 442).  

Beattie, Doctor. Doctor Beattieôs Marvelous Vivisection. New York: Dickôs Publishing, 

n. d. [c. 1890]. Small 8vo; original pink pictorial wraps; vignette illustrations; fine. $125. 

A fine copy of this Victorian conjuring pamphlet, with illustrated instructions for 

performing various tricks, ventriloquism, and Punch and Judy shows. The rear cover 

shows Beattieôs Vivisection Act. (Dramatis Personae 2009) 

 

 

Belldoun [sic?], Charles, ventriloquist , Hilton and Fales' "Parlor of Fun," touring the 

mountains for the summer. We have been out for four weeks, and every performer feels 

happy, as the ghost comes regularlyé  (NYC, 3 Aug 1895, p. 342) 

Bernard, Barney. "Barney Bernard, the boy ventriloquist, reports his two weeks' 

engagement at Worth's Museum, New York, as very successful." (NYC, , 15 Sep 1894, p. 

441). 

Bernard, Junius 

Junius Bernard's Midget Automatons at Gaiety Museum, New York, 1889. (Odell 

14, p. 401). 

"Birthdays and Children's Parties entertained.Punch and Judy, ventriloquism, 

stereopticon views. Schools, churches, lodges, etc. Highest references. $3.50 

each occasion. Prof. Junius Bernard, Care Times office."  (Trenton Evening Times 

[Trenton, New Jersey], 23 Nov 1897, p. 1) 

Bill, Leo. A Frenchman, did a very novel act. There was a statue on the table and his wife 

entered with a feather duster and accidentally struck the statue and its head fell apart. 

Bill entered, found his wife all excited over the accident, and told her it was O.K. and he 

would put on a new head. He built the head on his fist and placed it on the broken 

statue and did his vent stuff à Señor Wences (Laurie, p. 115).  
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Bilz, George. Prof. W.F. Baker, known years ago as a boy magician, has joined hands 

with George Bilz, ventriloquist and juggler. The two will make a tour of Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, and West Virginia (NYC, 7 Jul 1894, p. 275). 

Bingham, J.W., James W. Bingham. Appeared at General Tom Thumbôs Museum 

(Albano 2008, p. 29) 

Bingham, ventriloquist, Harry Minerôs New Theatre, Bowery, New York, 3-8 

Mar 1879  (Odell 10, p. 677). 

James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Volksgarten, New York, 31 Mar-5 Apr 1879 

(Odell 10, p. 656).  

Bingham, ventriloquist, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, New York, Nov or Dec 1879 

(Odell 11, p. 135). 

Bingham (young ventriloquist), London Theatre, Bowery, Apr 1880 (Odell 10, p. 

132). (check year) 

Bingham, ventriloquist, Bunnellôs Museum, Brooklyn, 10 Oct 1881 (Odell 11, p. 

624).  

James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs New Theatre, New York, 12 Dec 

1881 (Odell 11, p. 526). 

Bingham, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behmanôs, New York, Sept 1883 (Odell 12, p. 

372).  

Bingham, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 7-12 Dec 1885 (Odell 13, p. 

96).  

Bingham, ventriloquist and magician, Tony Pastorôs, New York, 25-30 Jan 1886 

(Odell 13, p. 84).  

Bingham, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs Theatre, New York, 23-28 Dec 1889 

(Odell 14, p. 356). 

Bingham (ñfirst appearance in ten yearsò), Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, New York, 

19-24 Jan 1891 (Odell 14, p. 650).  

James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, New York, 19-24 

Oct 1891 (Odell 15, p. 140).  

Bingham, Olympic Theatre, Harlem, 4-9 Apr 1892 (Odell 15, p. 148). 
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Bingham, ventriloquist, Grand Theatre, Williamsburg, N.Y. 18-23 Apr 1892 

(Odell 15, p. 251.  

Bingham, Proctorôs 23
rd
 Street Theatre, New York, 18-23 Jun 1894 (Odell 15, p. 

700). 

James W. Bingham, who has managed the Lyceum Theatre, Boston, Mass., 

during the past two seasons, has severed his connection with that house, and 

appeared in a new ventriloquial act at Proctorôs Theatre, Boston, Mass. [sic], last 

week (NYC, 23 Jun 1894, p. 244). 

Bingham, Pavilion Theatres, Holyoke and Springfield, Mass. (NYC, 7 Jul 1894, 

p. 275).  

James W. Bingham, Trenton Museum, Trenton, NY, week of 1 Oct 1894. (NYC, 

13 Oct 1894, p. 504). 

J.W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Pleasure Palace, New York (NYT, 13 Oct 

1895, p. 11).  

J.W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 14 

Oct 1895 (NYC, 19 Oct 1895, p. 520) 

Bingham, a ventriloquist, Holmes' Star, New York (NYC, 9 Nov 1895, p. 568)  

"Kittie Bingham has added stereopticon effects to her repertory of songs. She will 

appear in Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 18, in conjunction with her parents: James W. 

Bingham, the ventriloquist, and Belle Verna, facial performer." (NYC, 16 Nov 

1895, p. 582) 

New York Star Notes: "Our recent acquisition, Bingham, the ventriloquist, is 

presenting a strong act, which is meeting with much favor. We were accorded an 

exceptionally good week at the Kensington, Philadelphia, Pa., many being turned 

away at the Saturday evening performance. The company are all in good health. 

Our foreign contingent, consisting of Ani and Ono, Mlle. Florizell, and Mr. and 

Mrs. Savado, missed the train from New York and had a fine opportunity of 

viewing the environs of Philadelphia at 3 A.M." [é.] " (NYC, 25 Jan 1896, p. 

742) 

Miner's Bowery Theatre, New York: "Gus Hill's New York Stars are playing a 

return engagement this week, to excellent business. Several changes are 

noticeable in the programmeé, and Bingham, the ventriloquist, has é been 

secured." (NYC, 4 Apr 1896, p. 70) 
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Prof. Bingham, Kitty Bingham, Lincoln Park Theatre, Fall River, MA (NYC, 1 

Aug 1896, p. 343).  

Bingham, ventriloquist; Belle Verna, facialist, and Kibbie Bingham, vocalist, 

have just concluded an engagement at the Jefferson Roof Garden, Richmond, 

Virginia. They open at the Howard Athenaeum, Boston, Mass., Sept. 14 (NYC, 5 

Sep 1896, p. 422) 

Jas. W. Bingham's ventriloquial entertainment, Miner's Bowery Theatre, New 

York. He presented some new figures and mechanical effects, all of which were 

appreciated (NYC, 3 Oct 1896, p. 488) 

J.W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Twenty-Third Street Theatre, New York 

(NYT, 29 Aug 1897, p. 8). James W. Bingham, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Twenty-

Third Street Theatre, New York (NYT, 15 Aug 1897, p. 8). 

Bingham, the ventriloquist, Hurtig & Seanomôs Music Hall, New York (NYT, 5 

Mar 1899, p. 15).  

Biondi, Ugo. Italian-born quick-change artist 

 

Clipper, 16 May 1896, p. 177 

ñKoster & Bialôs.ðBig business continues to rule at this resort, and, despite the 

uncomfortably warm weather, May 11 was no exception. Two newcomers were 

added to the bill of last week, and an unusually interesting entertainment resulted. 

Ugo Biondi, who made on this occasion his first appearance before an American 

audience, commanded the most attention of the new arrivals. Sig. Biondiôs act is 

novel to this country. It consists of his assuming a number of characters in a tragic 

comedy in one act. His principal charm is his ability to change his clothes with 

lightning like rapidity.  There are four characters, three male and one female, in 

the play, and Biondi assumes them all cleverly, wearing a distinctive costume for 

each and making his changes with wonderful quickness. He sings in the various 

characters and also resorted to ventriloquism, and his act was thoroughly enjoyed. 

His success was emphatic.ò (NYC 16 May 1896, p. 167) 
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"Ugo Biondi has brought suit for $50,000 damages against Oscar Hammerstein 

for alleged libel. The article on which the action is brought appeared on the 

programme of the Olympia Music Hall, May 12, on which night Leopold [sic] 

Fregoli made his debut in this country." (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 183) 

Ugo Biondi, Koster & Bialôs, New York (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 192). Also 

participated in a professional matinee, 14 May (p. 183) 

Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 25 May 1896. "Ugo Biondi began his third 

week with a new sketch, entitled 'Artistic Contest,' in which he made twenty-two 

different changes of character, which won much applause." (NYC, 30 May 1896, 

p. 200) 

Koster & Bial's, New York, 1 Jun 1896. "Ugo Biondi, fourth week, added new 

character changes to his act." (NYC, 6 Jun 1896, p. 216; also display ad, p. 225; 

20 Jun, p. 241) 

Koster & Bial's, New York, 8 Jun 1896. Ugo Biondi was still extremely well 

received (NYC, 13 Jun 1896, p. 232) 

Koster & Bialôs Music Hall. Biondi the Great. Roof Garden now open (NYC, 20 

Jun 1896, p. 256.  

"Biondi, transformation performer, who recently brought suit against Oscar 

Hammerstein for $50,000, claiming that he had been damaged to that extent by a 

statement printed in the Olympia programme, was ordered, on June 22, on motion 

of Mr. Hammerstein, in the Supreme Court, to give security for the costs of the 

case." (NYC, 27 Jun1896, p. 260) 

"Koster & Bial's Roof Garden was liberally patronized on Monday evening, June 

22, and the large assemblage enjoyed the cool breezes that were wafted through 

the decorations, as well as the excellent programme providedé." The attractions 

included "Ugo Biondi, in his clever character work, including 'Mimi' and 

celebrated leadersé." (NYC, 27 Jun 1896, p. 264) 

 

(Clipper, 27 Jun 1896, p. 272; 11 Jul 1896, p. 304) 
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Koster & Bial's Roof Garden, New York. "Ugo Biondi, with his character 

changes, began his eighth week still a favorite." (NYC, 4 Jul 1896, p. 280) 

Orpheum Theatre, San Francisco, California. "S.R.O. was, as usual, displayed  

last evening [20 Jul 1896], when George Techow, the Valdis Sisters, Biondi and 

Rosa Snow made first appearances." (NYC, 25 Jul 1896, p. 324) 

Biondi, Schiller Theatre, Chicago (NYC, 5 Sep 1896, p. 425) 

Schiller Theatre, Chicago. The programme for this week has the Italian mimic, 

Biondi, as the feature (NYC, 26 Sep 1896, p. 469) 

Ugo Biondi, in his quick changes of costume, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, last 

week (NYC, 31 Oct 1896, p. 555) 

Ugo Biondi, Keithôs New Theatre, Boston, week of 2 Nov 1896 (NYC, 7 Nov 

1896, p. 575) 

Brigham [sic], ventriloquist. Tucker's Parlor Theatre, Springfield, MA.  (NYC, 15 Sep 

1894, p. 439). (Bingham?) 

Black, Harry W ., ventriloquist.  

Harry Black, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs Theatre, New York, 22 Jan 1883 (Odell 

12, p. 92).  

Harry Black, the ventriloquist and magician, joins Endor & Atkinsonôs New 

Vaudeville, 31 Oct. 1896 (NYC, 7 Nov 1896, p. 568) 

Bliss, ventriloquist, Nickel Odeon, Boston, Mass, this week. (NYC, 16 Feb 1895, p. 795). 

Blitz? 

Blitz, Antonio . Vox 68 (Signor Blitz, Antonio Blitz). Burns 97-100. Much information, 

not yet transcribed. Illustrations in Albano 2008, p. 18. 

Blitz, Eugene. In 1880, according to the census of that year, the magician Eugene Blitz 

lived at 1150 or 1151 3rd Avenue in New York City. He was 29 years of age, and had 

been born in New Jersey; his father and mother were born in England. His wife, Mollie, 

was also 29 years old; she was born in Pennsylvania, her father was born in Ireland, and 

her mother was born in Scotland. They had three children: John (age 13), Mattie (age 9), 

and George (age 7). The Gettysburg (PA) Compiler reported in 1870 that Eugene Blitz 

was the son of the magician Jerome Blitz. It is sometimes difficult distinguish between 

Eugene and Jerome.  
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Eugene Blitz, son and pupil of the celebrated Jerome Blitz, gave two of his 

popular exhibitions in Magic and Ventriloquism, in Agricultural Hall, last Friday 

and Saturday evenings. He is a proficient in his line, and does everything he 

undertakes to perfection.--Many of his feats are novel, and all attractive. His 

representation of different characters was admirable, whilst "Punch and Judy" 

added no little to the entertainment. He has made his mark here, and can count 

on good houses whenever it may suit him to come this way. ("Magic and 

Ventriloquism." Gettysburg Compiler (Gettysburg, PA), 11 Mar 1870, p. 2) 

The performances by Blitz and Blitz jr. were full up to expectation. In sleight of 

hand and general diablerie, Jerome Blitz has had no rival for twenty years, and 

Eugene's Punch and Judy and other characterizations, are the best of the kind on 

this continent. The proprietor, Mr. Charles Forbes, unlike most showmen, is very 

much of a gentleman. ("Blitz." Waterloo Courier [Waterloo, Iowa], 25 Apr 1872, 

p. 3) 

 Eugene Blitz, ventriloquist. Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, 19 Aug 1872 (Odell 9, p. 

356). Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn: fifth season of the theatre opened 19 Aug 

1872τvery attractive variety bill included Eugene Blitz, the Ventriloquist (BDE 19 

Aug 1872, p. 3). Olympic Theatre, 20 Aug 1872, ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣέ ōȅ {ƛƎƴƻǊ .ƭƛǘȊΤ tǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ό.59 нм !ǳƎ 

1872, p. 4).  

Eugene Blitz, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, Late Jan 1873 (Odell 9, p. 357). Olympic 

Theatre, Fulton St.: included Eugene Blitz, the man of many faces (BDE 27, 28, 

29, 30, 31 Jan 1873, p. 1).  

9ǳƎŜƴŜ .ƭƛǘȊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƛŎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎΣ ¢ƻƴȅ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ Opera House (BDG 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21 Mar 1873, p. 1).  

Eugene Blitz, Tony Pastor's, Nov 1873 (Odell 9, p. 469). 

Eugene Blitz, Punch and Judy, Olympic Theatre, New York, 1874. USA (Odell 

1937) 

Eugene Blitz, introducing Punch and Judy, Olympic Theatre, New York, 19 Jan 

1874 όhŘŜƭƭ фΣ ǇΦ плпύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƭ ŦǊŜǎŎƻ ŘǊŀƳŀ ƻŦ άtǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅέ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ 

Mr. Eugene Blitz in the same fashion (so the bill says) as at Donnybrook fairs, 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ IƛōŜǊƴƛŀƴ ŦŀƳŜ όάhƭȅƳǇƛŎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ b¸¢ нл Wŀƴ мутпΣ ǇΦ 

5; also ad, p. 7). 
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Eugene Blitz, Olympic Theatre, New York, 6 Apr 1874 (Odell 9, p. 405) 

Eugene Blitz, Punch and Judy, Olympic Theatre, New York, 1874 ("Olympic 

Theatre." The New York Times," 20 Jun 1874, p. 5; also ad, p. 7). 

Blitz, Olympic Theatre, 10 Aug 1874 (BDE 10 Aug 1874, p. 2). Eugene?  

Eugene Blitz will present his Punch and Judy (Daily Gazette and Bulletin, 

Williamsport, PA, 18 Nov 1874, in Ancestry dot com).  Seems part of the 

entertainment presented by company of N.D. Roberts.  

At Grand Central Variety Theatre, Philadelphia, 2-20 Dec and again in Christmas 

week, 1874 (Philadelphia Public Ledger for these dates in PTA 404, s.v. Eugene 

Blitz). 

Eugene Blitz. Metropolitan Theatre, 2 Aug 1875 ("Metropolitan Theatre." The 

New York Times, 3 Aug 1875, p. 4). Punch and Judy, Metropolitan Theatre 585 

Broadway, New York, Aug 1875. (Odell 10, p. 84). 

 Eugene Blitz, Globe Theatre, New York, 10 Jan 1876 (Odell 10, p. 89)Eugene 

Blitz, Globe Theatre, 7 Feb 1876 (Odell 10, p. 90).Eugene Blitz, Globe Theatre, 

New York, 10 Jan 1876 (Odell 10, p. 89). 

Punch and Judy and Eugene Blitz, Metropolitan Theatre, Jul-Aug 1876 (Odell 10, 

p. 88). 

Olympic Theatre, New York, 1876. Mr. Blitz, with his Punch and Judy show, 

recalls vividly to the casual cockney the common street diversions of his 

ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǎΦ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ .ƭƛǘȊΦ όά¢ƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎΣέ .59 ну {ŜǇ мутсΣ ǇΦ нύΦ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ 

Theatre: The ventriloquial exhibition by Eugene Blitz is good (BDE 26 Sep 1876, p. 

2).  

Eugene Blitz, Comique, Williamsburgh, 4-8 Dec 1876 (Odell 10, p. 342). 

Eugene Blitz, Punch and Judy at the Eagle, Dec 1876. ("Grand Variety 

Entertainment." The New York Times, 20 Dec 1876, p. 7; 21 Dec 1876, p. 9) 

9ǳƎŜƴŜ .ƭƛǘȊΦ CŀŎƛŀƭ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅΣ WƻƘƴ IΦ aǳǊǊŀȅΩǎ ώŎƛǊŎǳǎϐΣ мутт 

(Slout 1998, p. 28). 

Eugene Blitz, Tony Pastor's Theatre, 8 Jan 1877 (Odell 10, p. 268). 

Eugene Blitz, Theatre Comique, week of 26 Mar 1877 (Odell 10, p. 266). 
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Eugene Blitz and his Punch and Judy, Hyde and Behmann's, Feb 1878 (Odell 10 p. 

524). 

Eugene Blitz (funny faces, quaint characters, wooden heads"), Volksgarten, 14 

Jan-12 Feb 1878 (Odell 10, p. 461). 

9ǳƎŜƴŜ .ƭƛǘȊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ tǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΣ ±ƻƭƪǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ όά[ƻŎŀƭ 

!ƳǳǎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣέ .59 мл CŜō мутуΣ ǇΦ оύΦ  

Blitz, Theatre Comique, 5 May 1879 (Odell 10, p. 645). 

Eugene Blitz and Punch and Judy, Aberle's Tivoli, 21-26 Jul 1879 (Odell 10, p. 

сурύΦ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ .ƭƛǘȊΦ tǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅΣ !ōŜǊƭŜΩǎ ¢ƛǾƻƭƛΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ нм-26 July 1879 

(playbill in Harvard College Library, in PTA 128).  At Tivoli Hall, New York, 21-26 

Jul 1879 (PTA 404). Eugene Blitzτa stage name, of course, but Germanτand his 

tǳƴŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ !ōŜǊƭŜΩǎ ¢ƛǾƻƭƛ нм-26 July 1879 (PTA 229). 

1880 lived with wife and children at 1150 or 1151 3rd Avenue, New York City 

(1880 census) 

Eugene Blitz, National Theatre, New York, 8-13 Nov 1880 (Odell 11, p. 330).  

Miss Mattie Blitz was one of those attending a reception following a 

performance by the Arcadians at the Athenaeum, Brooklyn, 25 Jan 1888 (BDE 26 

Jan 1888, p. 2). Miss Mattie Blitz was a guest at wedding of John E. Wroe and 

Nellie Claxton, Feb 1888 (BDE 26 Feb 1888, p. 2).  

Blitz, Harry  

Harry Blitz, American-born son of Signor Blitz, who performed as Haba Haba 

(www.magictricks.com. Almost certainly not the son of Antonio Blitz. 

Harry Blitzôs Midgets, Gaiety Museum, New York, 19-24 May 1890 (Odell 14, p. 

404 [listed under ñmarionettesò in index]).  

Signor Harry Blitz, ventriloquist, participated in entertainment for the poor at St. 

Paulôs church, Brooklyn, 17 and 18 Oct 1894 (BDE, 15 Oct 1894, p. 7).  

Harry Blitz and Mons. Bushnell [?] got judgment against Pete Conklin, manager 

of Conklin's Cyclorama, for salaries due them, and served an attachment for same. 

Mr. Conklin says he will appeal the case. (NYC, 29 Dec 1894, p. 687).  

Harry Blitz, a fire eater, performing at the Gaiety Museum, New York, was 

recently charged by his wife, in the Harlem Police Court, with abandonment. He 

http://www.magictricks.com/
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was ordered to give bond to pay his wife $4 a week, and in default was committed 

to prison. (NYC, 2 Feb 1895, p. 767) 

Blutch. Roster of the Umatilla Indian Medicine Co. included "Blutch, talking dummy." 

(NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 633) 

Bonde, Roy. Roy Bonde, magic and ventriloquist, Electric Remedy and Concert 

Company, touring Texas. "Everyone well and the man in white walks every Saturday 

night." (NYC. 2 May 1896, p. 133) 

Bones, Billy. Kiowa Indian Medicine Company, No. 22, touring the eastern part of 

Schuylkill County. Roster included Billy Bones, ventriloquist. N.B. Jones Brothers, Billy 

and Albert, musical mokes [sic] and sketch team, were also on the roster (NYC 16 May 

1896, p. 169) 

Bow, Prof., fire king and ventriloquist. He was a member of the troupe of Prof. Brown, 

magician, cabinet worker and illusionist, and Billie Stoner, comedian and Punch and Judy 

performer, who opened their season 9 Jun 1894 at Port Stanley, Ontario, Canada, where 

they were to remain for the summer (NYC 23 Jun 1894, p. 242). 

Brown, Prof. Portrait, Albano 2008, p. 27.  

Bruce, Mme., ñthe only known female ventriloquist,ò American Museum, New York, 16 

Mar 1840 (Odell 4, p. 4129).  

Bryant, Harry . Some of these may have been another Harry Bryant 

Harry Bryant born c. 1845 in Connecticut (1880 census) 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Hooleyôs Opera House, Brooklyn, week of 18 Sep 

1871 (Odell 9, p. 224). 

Ventriloquism and fun! Harry Bryant, the wonderful ventriloquist and humorist, 

gives one of his inimitable performances at St. Peterôs Hall, West 20
th
 St, near 8

th
 

Ave., Tuesday evening, 23 Jan (NYT, 22 Jan 1872, p. 7). 

Harry Bryant joined the roster at Whiteôs Athenaeum, New York, 23 Dec 1872 

(Odell 9, p. 324). 

Harry Bryant, Tony Pastorôs Metropolitan, New York, 1 Nov 1875 (Odell 10, p. 

85).  

Harry Bryant, Colonel Sinnôs Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 13-18 Mar 1876 (Odell 10, 

p. 130). 
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Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Metropolitan, New York, last of May and beginning 

of June 1876 (Odell 10, p. 88). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs Theatre, New York, 16 Oct 1876 

(Odell 10, p. 267).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Park Theatre, Brooklyn, 19-24 Mar 1877 (Odell 10, 

p. 320). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Theatre Comique, New York, 5 Nov 1877 (Odell 10, 

p. 449).  

Harry Bryant, Third Ave. Theatre, New York, 13-25 May 1878 (Odell 10, p. 480). 

Mr. Harry Bryant, the ventriloquist, New York Aquarium this week (NYT, 19 

May 1878, p. 7). Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, New York Aquarium, 20 May 1878 

(Odell 10, p. 489). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs Theatre, 18 Nov 1878 (Odell 10, p. 

645). 

Harry Bryant, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, 10-15 Mar 1879 (Odell 10, p. 735).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Harry Minerôs New Theatre, Brooklyn, Apr 1879 

(Odell 10, p. 678).  

1880 United States census: 191 West 10
th
 Street, Manhattan. Residents: 

Harry H. Kane, 26, physician, born in New York, father born in New 

York, mother born in Vermont 

Mattie Kane, 18, wife, keeping house, born in Ohio, parents born in Ohio 

Harry Bryant, 35, ventriloquist, born in Connecticut, parents born in 

Connecticut 

Fannie Bryant, 34, wife, born in Connecticut. Disabled with nervous fever, 

Parents born in Connecticut 

Mary Fatherley, 28, nurse 

Charles I. Kane, 61, boarder, retried manufacturer, born in New York, 

father born in Pennsylvania, mother born in New York (i.e. father of Harry 

H. Kane) 
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Lucy E. Kane, 56, boarder, born in Vermont, parents born in New York 

(i.e. mother of Harry H. Kane) 

William Jenkins, servant 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist and mimic, London Theatre, Bowery, Jan 1880 (Odell 

11, p. 130). 

Harry Bryant, Hyde and Behmanôs, early autumn, 1880 (Odell 11, p. 396). 

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, Nov 1880 (Odell 11, p. 

341).  

Harry Bryant, 28 Feb-5 Mar 1881, London Theatre, New York (Odell 11, p. 343).  

Harry Bryant, Hyde and Behmanôs, Brooklyn, Sep 1881 (Odell 11, p. 615). 

Harry Bryant, London Theatre, New York, Oct 1881 (Odell 11, p. 555). 

Harry Bryant, London Theatre, New York, Mar 1882 (Odell 11, p. 558). 

Harry Bryant, Steck Hall, New York, 20 Apr 1882 (Odell 11, p. 598). 

Harry Bryant, Cosmopolitan Theatre (late Aquarium), 24 Apr 1882 (Odell 11, p. 

541).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Bunnellôs Museum, NewYork, 7 Mar 1883 (Odell 12, 

p. 180).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Union Tabernacle, 35
th
 St., between Broadway and 

Seventh Avenue, 29 May 1883 (Odell 12, p. 155).  

Bryant, ventriloquist, Faith Mission, Withers Street, 21 Dec 1884 (Odell 12, p. 

602).  

Harry Bryant, Koster and Bialôs, New York, Dec 1887 (Odell 13, p. 536).  

Harry Bryant, ventriloquist, Gaiety and Bijou, New York (NYC, 30 Sep 1893, p. 

482). 

Harry Bryant, Proctorôs Theatre, New York (NYC, 11 Nov 1893, p. 578). 

Harry Bryant, Austin & Stoneôs Museum, Boston, (NYC, 6 Jan 1894, p. 705).  

Harry Bryant, Worthôs Museum, New York (NYC, 10 Mar 1894, p. 5). 
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Harry Bryant in the olio, Lyceum Theatre, Philadelphia (NYC, 9 Jun 1894, p. 

213). Which Harry Bryant? Also 23 June 1894, p. 243.  

Bryant, Harry C. It is sometimes difficult to distinguish the ventriloquist Harry Bryant 

from another Harry Bryant, who was a performer and theater manager; for several years, 

he was a member of Miaco's City Club Co.  He is sometimes referred to as Harry C. 

Bryant. According to his biography, published in New York Clipper, 14 Sep 1895, p. 1, 

he was born 25 July 1857 in Philadelphia. The ventriloquist was born c. 1845 in 

Connecticut.  According to the Clipper, 23 Nov 1895, p. 598, Harry C. Bryant was called 

to Cleveland 13 Nov due to the death of his father, Caleb Carpenter; Mrs. Carpenter had 

died the year before.  

Bryant, Harry T. Harry T. Bryant, humorist, came forth, on 18 Nov 1879, at the 

Presbyterian Church, Greenpoint (Odell 11, p. 207).  

Bryant, Henry J. Henry J. Bryant, Boston humorist and ventriloquist, was at the Bedford 

Avenue Reformed Church on 19 Feb1879 (Odell 10, p. 761).  

Bryant, Henry T. 

Professor Henry T. Bryant, ventriloquist and humorist, 29 Apr 1880, Presbyterian 

Church, Greenpoint (Odell 11, p.209).  

Henry T. Bryant, ventriloquist, 23 Feb and 7 Mar 1881, Reformed Church School 

Room, Astoria (Odell 11, p. 425).  

Henry T. Bryant, ventriloquist, Manhattan Athletic Club, 12 Nov 1887 (NYT, 13 

Nov 1887, p. 16). 

Bruns, Prof., ventriloquist. Wonderland Museum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin (NYC, 13 Jan 

1894, p. 723). 

Buckey or Buckley, Dr. E.L. Toured with an ñeducational entertainmentò for school 

children, which included ventriloquism and other acts. In Davenport, ñthe doctor gave an 

exhibition of ventriloquism,ò while in Rockford, Ill., the ventriloquist was Prof. Gillespie. 

Most of the reviews were favorable, but the Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette said that 2000 

children were exposed to ñslang and vulgarityò in a performance ñpalmed off on the 

schools as an educational affair,ò and added that at a performance in New York the 

children, ñenraged over being swindled out of five cents apiece,ò destroyed the interior of 

the hall. (Hamilton Daily Republican (Hamilton, Ohio), 13 Jan 1895, p. 3; New York 

Clipper, 2 Feb 1895, p. 767; Davenport Daily Leader (Davenport, Iowa), 8 May 1895, p. 

7; Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette (Cedar Rapids, Iowa), 22 May 1895, p. 4; Waterloo 

Daily Courier (Waterloo, Iowa), 23 May 1895, p. 8) 



21 
 

21 
 

Burchard, Harry , ventriloquist 

First appearance of Harry Burchard, ventriloquist, at Charley Whiteôs, New York, 

22 Oct 1866 (Odell 8, p. 223).  

Harry Burchard, ventriloquist, amused during the week of 3 June 1867, Fifth 

Avenue Opera House, New York (Odell 8, p. 219). Griffiin & Christyôs Minstrels, 

Fifth Avenue Opera House: First appearance of Mr. Harry Burchard, the great 

ventriloquist and comic imitator (NYT, 5, 7, 6, 8, 14 June 1894, p. 7).  

Burt, ventriloquist. Huberôs Palace Museum, New York, 5-10 Sep 1892 (Odell 15,  p. 

436). See Burt Queen.  

Callahan, George W., 1862-1894. Callahan published several books on ventriloquismτ

WorldCat lists ten of them, which may be mostly different versions of the same book. Also, an 

ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ōȅ /ŀƭƭŀƘŀƴΣ ά±ŜƴǘǊƛƭƻǉǳƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ Iƻǿ ǘƻ !ŎǉǳƛǊŜ ¢Ƙƛǎ !ƳǳǎƛƴƎ !ǊǘΣέ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴŘ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎ aŀŎŎŀōŜΩǎ Art of Ventriloquism and Vocal Illusions (New York: De Witt, 1875). 

An eBook version of this, Secrets of Ventriloquism and Vocal IllusionsΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ /ŀƭƭŀƘŀƴΩǎ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ aŀŎŎŀōŜΩǎΣ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ƭƻǿ Ŏƻǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ уōƛǘ5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘΦŎƻƳ όL ŀƳ 

indebted to Lee Dean, who considers Callahan to have been the most influential early American 

ventriloquist, for this information.)  

George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, National Theatre, Bowery, New York, Jul 

1880 (Odell 11, p. 128)  

George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, Aberleôs New Theatre, New York, 4-9 Apr 

1881 (Odell 11, p. 322).  

Callahan, ventriloquist, Bunnellôs Museum, Brooklyn, Jan 1883 (Odell 12, p.179) 

On May 18, 1884, Callahan married Delina Rose, a bearded woman. (ñDeaths in 

the Professionò NYC, 24 Nov 1894, p. 607). N.B. in Sep 1894, Rosa Callahan, 

bearded lady, was on the bill at Huber's, New York. 

A double-sided handbill for Hagar, Campbell and Co.ôs Dime Museum, 

Philadelphia, [c. 1885]. 5ò x 12 1/4ò; small tear to one lower corner (blank); 

central horizontal fold. $90 Hagar and Campbell purchased Woodôs Museum in 

1883 and transformed it into a more Barnumesque institution. This bill advertises 

the Wonder Hall, Novelty Palace, the third-floor Curio Conservatory (with 

Barnumôs Todas Indians, ñdescendants of the Lost Children of Israelò; Barnumôs 

Afghan Warriorôs and Andaman Islanders; ñfirst appearance of Miss Pocohontas, 

of lineal descent of Pocohontas of historic fameò; Charles Tripp; and Beckôs 

London Punch and Judy. On the stage were seen Mrs. Tom Thumb in mid-air 

living statues and the ventriloquist Callahan. (Dramatis Personae Catalogue 95, 
2008) 
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A four-page program for Austin and Stoneôs Dime Museum, Boston, 19 October, 

1885. Folio; one central vertical and three horizontal creases; some fraying to 

edges and ends of creases. $45.The program featured a variety of vaudeville acts, 

the ventriloquist George W. Callahan, and the Russian boneless wonder (ñhuman 

python!!!ò) Cheltra (dramatis Personae catalogue 96, 2008) 

 

George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, 29 Mar-3 Apr 1886, National Theatre, New 

York (Odell 13, p. 91). 

 

G.W. Callahan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 30 May-2 Jul 1887 (Odell 13, p. 328). 

George W. Callahan, ventriloquist, died Nov. 16 at his home in this city, after a 

long illness. The deceased was born Feb. 13, 1862, in this city. On May 18, 1884, 

he married Delina Rose, a bearded woman. The remains were interred in the 

family plot at Calvary Cemetery. (ñDeaths in the Professionò NYC, 24 Nov 1894, 

p. 607).  

George W. Callahan, age 32, died 16 Nov 1894; death certificate number 

36882 (Ancestry.com. New York City Deaths, 1892 -1902  [database on -

line]. Provo, UT, USA: The Generations Network, Inc., 2003. Original data: 

New York Department of Health. Deaths reported in the city of New York, 

1888 -1965 . New York, USA: Department of Health).  
 

Campbell, James. James Campbell Robinson (1833-1903), known professionally as James 

Campbell, was a ventriloquist, hypnotist, actor, character impersonator, dialect singer, magician, 

Punch and Judy showman, song writer, and theater manager. Mentioned frequently in Odell and 

Clipper. He was the father ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛŎƛŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 9ƭƭǎǿƻǊǘƘ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ όά/ƘǳƴƎ [ƛƴƎ {ƻƻέύΦ {ŜŜ 

Steinmeyer, Glorious Deception, 2005. 

Carleton, W. Carleton, who appeared in several New York theaters in 1871, is identified 

in the index of Odell 9 as a juggler. In his photograph in Odell 9 he is exhibiting what 

appears to be a Señor Wences type fist puppet. 
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W. Carlton  (Odell 9, opposite p. 112) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carroll, Clever  

Clever Carroll, Dorisô Harlem Museum, New York, 9-14 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 

690). 

Clever Carroll, Grand Museum, New York, 23-28 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 680). 
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Clever Carroll, ventriloquist, Worthôs (Family) Museum, New York, 2-7 Mar 

1891 (Odell 14, p. 675). 

Clever Carroll, Whiteôs London Dime Museum, Chicago (NYC, 16 Dec 1893, p. 

655). 

Clever Carroll, Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., No. 41. (NYC, 1 Sep 1894, p. 

403).  

Clever Carroll, Wonderland Musée and Theatre, Des Moines, IO, 1 Oct 1894 

(NYC, 6 Oct 1894, p. 493).   

Clever Carroll, magician, Wonderland Musée, St. Louis, MO (NYC, 23 Mar 

1895, p. 37).  

""Wanted, for the Rialto Pavilion (Under Canvas), A First Class 

VENTRILOQUIST  that does Magic; must have a good outfit and the ability to 

handle it. Permanent location and long season to the right party. Season opens 

May 4. Would like to hear from CLEVER CARROLL, PROF. REILLY, Electric 

Tattooer, and WHITIE, property man with New Syndicate Shows last season. 

Other useful people write. Small Priviviles [sic] to rent. RIALTO, 638 Owen St., 

Philadelphia, Pa." (NYC, 21 Mar 1896, p. 46) 

Dr. George P. Wood writes that they are playing in the suburbs of Chicago with a 

large business. Roster includes Clever Carroll, ventriloquist (NYC, 23 May 1896, 

p. 184) 

Carroll, ventriloquist, White's London Museum, Chicago, this week (NYC, 13 Jun 

1996): Clever Carroll? 

Carroll, J.C.  

J.C. Carroll, ventriloquist, National Museum, 19 Jan 1879 (Odell 10, p. 662). 

Prof. J.C. Carroll, ventriloquist, ñwith life sized speaking figures and seven 

distinct voices,ò Volksgarten, 23-28 Jun 1879 (Odell 10, p. 657). More in index? 

Carroll, Prof.  Professor Carroll, ventriloquist, The Comique, Williamsburg, 3 Mar 1879 

(Odell 10, p. 755)  

Carson, Thomas, ventriloquist. The Western Club will open their Society Circus in 

Detroit, Mich., Aug. 12, under canvas, with a seating capacity of four thousand. Theroster 

included Prof. Thomas Carson, ventriloquist. (NYC, 17  Aug 1895, p. 374) 
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Case, F. J. " At liberty--Magician, Punch and Ventriloquist. Good apparatus, costumes 

and stage settings. Sober and reliable. Permanent museum situation preferred. Prof. F.J. 

Case, Lock Box H, Jamestown, N.Y. (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 624) 

Chalet, William Francis. William Francis Chalet used Black and White standing and 

seated figures of adults and children (Burns 115). 

Chalet, ñthe worldôs wonder,ò Tony Pastorôs, New York, 8-13 Aug 1881 (Odell 

11, p. 318). 

Chalet, 26 Sep 1881, Metropolitan Museum (late Tony Pastorôs), New York 

(Odell 11, p. 534).  

Chalet, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behmanôs, New York, 3-8 Oct 1881 (Odell 11, p. 

616). 

Chalet, Metropolitan Theatre, New York, 21 Nov 1881 (Odell 11, p. 535). 

Chalet, London Theatre, New York, 26 Jun-8 Jul 1882 (Odell 11, p. 560).  

Charles, L. 

L. Charles, ventriloquist, Washington Hall, New York, 13-15 Sep 1819. In the 

Post of 2 Sep, says he ñhas received the applause of almost every court in 

Europe,ò and has arrived in NY from Dublin. At Washington Hall, called himself 

ñProfessor of Mechanical Games and Philosophical Recreations to His Majesty, 

the King of Prussia.ò Continued until yellow fever closed all amusements. Was at 

City Hotel, 4, 11, and 18 Nov 1819, which was his last night, according to the 

Columbian (Odell 2, p. 565). 

Charles, Washington Hall, New York, 3 and 4 July 1820 (Odell 2, p. 572). Also 

1-4 November (Odell 2, p. 1820).  

Mr. Charles: French ventriloquist and magician billed as ñProfessor of 

Mechanical Sciences to the King of Prussia.ò 1821 seen by Harrington at the 

Washington Gardens Amphitheatre in Boston (Burns  101-103: Includes portrait 

and playbills) 

Charles, Prof., magician and ventrilioquist. Bob Huntingôs Circus; and Menagerie 

(NYC, 2 Jun 1894, p. 195). 

Christie, Martine , ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 5-10 Mar 1877 (Odell 10, 

p. 284).  

Clare, Johnson. Had a ñtough kid,ò which he called Squire (Laurie, p. 114). 
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Claxton 

Prof. Claxton's. Austin, Pa., 10 Oct 1894; Ridgeway, 11 Oct; Reynoldsville, 12 

Oct; Bethlehem, 13 Oct.(NYC, 13 Oct 1894, p. 505).   

 

 

 NYC, 27 Oct 1894, p. 546 

 

Prof. Claxtonôs, Newberry, Canada, 12, 13 Dec 1894; Oil Springs, 14, 15 (NYC, 

15 Dec 1894, p. 650).  

At liberty, the great Claxton. Magician, juggler, ventriloquist, and mesmerist. 

Open for anything. Special 3 sheet pictorial. Address 551 West 44th Street, New 

York City. (NYC, 13 Apr 1895, p. 92) 

 

NYC, 26 Sep 1896, p. 477 

 

Claxton, George H., magician and ventriloquist. Kickapoo Medicine Co., No. 35, under 

the management of Prof. Alfred Bailey, lecturer and tooth extractor (NYC, 5 Jan 1895, p. 

707) 

Claxton, Thomas 

Thomas Claxton, manager of Bertholdi, with the Howard Athenaeum Company, 

has been booked at leading variety halls, to produce his ventriloquial act. It has 

been successful in England (NYC, 1 Jul 1893, p. 265). 
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Thomas Claxton opened in his ventriloquial act at Sheaôs Music Hall, Buffalo, 

last week with much success. He will play Keithôs Boston and Philadelphia 

houses and then Pastorôs at Holyoke, Mass (NYC, 5 Aug 1893, p. 349). 

Ena Bertoldi  will sail for Sept. 19 for America, fom England, to fill engagements 

over the Proctor and Keith circuitsé.Miss Bertoldi is under contract with Thomas 

Claxton until June, 1898. Mr. Claxton will visit this country next Spring." (NYC, 

12 Sep 1896, p. 438) 

Clement, W.H. Had the biggest walking figure act; he had a soldier and nurse outfit with 

a baby in a carriage (Laurie, p. 114) 

Clifton, Howard,  ventriloquist and vocalist, Kickapoo Indian Medicine Co., No. 36. We 

have been in Portland, Me., for fourteen weeks and have five more to stay. (NYC, 27 Juk 

1895, p. 323) 

Clinton . Surf Hotel, Fire Island, 23 Aug 1875. The entertainment commenced with an 

exhibition of ventriloquism by Mr. Clinton, an amateur ventriloquist of great talent, 

whose clever handling of a droll manikin, which he was pleased to call Mrs. Fitzmorris, 

was exceedingly amusing, especially to the youthful members of the audience (NYT, 24 

Aug 1875, p. 4).  

Colby, Charles 

Trenton, New Jersey, Hospital Fair, 18 Mar 1893, included Charles Colby, the 

warbling ventriloquist, and Prof. Jackson's Punch and Judy ("Trenton City 

Hospital Fair." Trenton Times [Trenton, New Jersey], 17 Mar 1893, p. 4) 

Colby, Charles E., pantaloon and ventriloquist. Bates Brothers Humpty Dumpty 

Co. 1 (NYC, 10 Nov 1894, p. 575).  

Colby and Moy. Were the first to introduce a dancing doll in a vent act (Laurie, p. 115) 

 

Cole, Lieut. Walter. Worked with a group of figures called ñMerry Folks.ò (Laurie, p. 

114) 

Colestock, Clarence, vocalist and ventriloquist, Adell's New London Mystery and 

Novelty Co. (NYC, 3 Aug 1895, p. 343.  

Comacho, A.C. Amateur entertainment by Williamsburg Athletic Club, Brooklyn 

Academy of Music. Mr. A.C. Comacho distinguished himself in a series of funny 

impersonations of various characters, and by his ventriloquism (ñClever Amateur 

Minstrels,ò NYT, 14 Dec 1884, p. 2). 
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Conlon, 0Alfred Sanford.  

Beveridges' Montana Wildest West: This attraction was launched at Joliet, May 4, 

and has caused comments from wise people, who, notwithstanding their vain 

prophecies, have been sadly mistaken [é.] Roster included Prof. and Mrs. A.S. 

Conlon, in magic, ventriloquial work, mind reading and Punch and Judy. (NYC, 

15 Jun 1895, p. 227).  

"A.S. Conlon informs us that, since the closing of the Beveridge Wild West he 

has, in conjunction with his wife, been playing the Indiana fairs, giving their act, 

consisting of mind reading, magic, ventriloquism and Punch and Judy. They are 

now playing school entertainments in Kentucky." (Clipper, 16 Nov 1895, p. 585) 

"Punch and Judy and ventriloquial figures constantly for sale by A.S. Conlon, 

Bossdale, Ky. Send two 2c stamps for list." (Clipper, 16 Nov 1895, p. 593) 

Cooper, John Walcott. 

 Born 1873 of African descent. One of the most acclaimed performers of the 

minstrel circuit (Burns 108-117). John W. Cooper was the first Negro vent 

(Laurie, p. 114). His act was called ñFun in a Barber Shop.ò There was a 

manicurist, a Negro head in the towel box and when a towel\ was thrown in the 

head would pop out, man in chair getting shaved, newsboy standing with papers 

in hand, customer reading newspaper while waiting to be shaved, and a parrot on 

a perch. Real novel and real good (Laurie, pp. 114-115) 

ñThe South Carolina Jubilee Singers opened Sept.17, at Goshen, N.Y. Madam 

Morris, pianist and organist; Elmore Thomas, tenor; Prof. G.A. Morris, musical 

director; Prof. John Cooper, the ventriloquist; W.W. Handley, advance agent.ò 

(NYC, 10 Oct 1 896, p. 503)  

Coram, with his Jerry, a crying doll, was one of the best (Laurie, p. 113) 

Crane Brothers. Tony Pastorôs Theatre, New York. One of the attractions was the Crane 

Brothers, the Mud Town Rubes, whose two stuffed dummies and their own outlandish 

makeups made them favorites from the start. They are very clever dancers and fairly 

carried the house by storm, their comical walk causing roars of laughter (NYC 4 Nov 

1893, p. 562). Ventriloquism?  

Crosby, O.M.  O.M. Crosby, magician and ventriloquist, Wells' Wonderland and 

Museum and Vaudeville Show. "We have a good band of eight pieces, and we travel in 

our own special car." (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 613) 
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Dale, Frank, ventriloquist. Dr. Hill's Pawanee [sic] Indian Medicine Co., opening for the 

summer season under canvas at Hyndman, Pa, 16 Apr 1895 (NYC, 20 Apr 1895, p. 103).  

Davenport, Prof. Prof. Davenport, ventriloquist and mesmerist, Cherokee Indian 

Medicine Co., No.  9 (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 697) 

Davies, Alex. Portrait of Davies with his black figures, 1890 (Vox 63; Albano 2008, p. 

29).  

Davies, E.D. Vox 69, 71, 137, 159. Born in Ireland, 1836 (Vox 71). Used figures named 

Tommy and Joey (Albano 2008, p. 19, with portraits) 

 

E.D. Davies, ñpremier ventriloquist of the 

world,ò Union Square Theatre, New York, 1 

Jan 1871 (Odell 9, p. 202) 

E.D. Davies, Union Square Theatre, New 

York, 19 Feb 1871 (Odell 9, p. 202). 

E.D. Davies, London ventriloquist, St. 

James Theatre, New York, 23 Oct 1871 

(Odell 9, p.194). 

E.D. Davis [sic], the great ventriloquist.  

Union-Square Theatre, New York. (NYT, 1, 

2, 3, 5 Jan 1872, p. 7).  

Re-engagement of the great ventriloquist, 

Mr. E.D. Davis [sic].Union-Square Theatre, 

New York (NYT 2 Feb 1872, p. 7). 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, began at 

Hooleyôs, New York, 29 Jul 1872, but could 

not survive (Odell 9, p. 226). 

E.D. Davies, Lyceum, Brooklyn, 14 Feb 1873 (Odell 9, p. 359). 

Mr. E.D. Davies, the ventriloquist, now performing at Nibloôs Garden, attended as 

pallbearer on Thursday the funeral of Hen. Mason, the actor, who dropped dead in 

Chrystie-street on Tuesday last. With Barney Maserole, another well-known 

actor, Mr. Davies, at 12:50 oôclock, got on the front platform of car No. 117 if the 

Third-avenue line. Both the rear platform and the inside of he car was crowded, 

and he snow blowing into his face. Mr. Davies opened out his umbrella. One of 

 

E.D.  Davies (Vox1981ica, p. 159) 
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the two drivers of the car said: ñ--- --- your soul, shut that up.ò Before Mr. Davies 

could close his umbrella, the other driver threw him off the front platform of the 

car. Mr. Daviesô left wrist was sprained, his face bruised, and, falling into a snow-

bank, he lost a valuable diamond pin presented to him by the company of the 

London Alhambra. Mr. Davies will institute proceedings against the railway 

company, and the preliminary papers will be served to-day. A number of citizens 

who were standing at the corner of Thirteenth-street, and who witnessed the brutal 

assault, have signified their intention of appearing and giving testimony. 

(ñDisgraceful Conduct of a Third-Avenue Car-Driver.ò The New York Times, 1 

Mar 1873, p. 8). 

 

 

(J.W. Davies, ventriloquist, q.v., appeared at 

Metropolitan Theatre, San Francisco, Mar 

1873, after many performances in New 

York.) 

 

Davies, the ventriloquist, Nibloôs Garden, 

New York, 10 Mar 1873 (Odell 9, p. 275). 

 

E.D. Davies had a benefit at Nibloôs Garden, 

New York, 20 Mar 1873, at which appeared 

many minstrels and variety performers 

(Odell 9, p. 276). 

 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Nibloôs Garden, 

New York, 18 Aug 1873 (Odell 9, p.406). 

Nibloôs Garden, New York. E.D. Davies, 

premier ventriloquist of the world (NYT, 4, 

5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 25 Sep 1873, p. 7).  

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Nibloôs Garden, New York (NYT, 14, 20, 16 Oct 

1873). 

 

E.D. Davies (Odell 9, opposite p. 112) 
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Mr. E.D. Davies asserted his skill as a ventriloquist at entertainment for the 

inmates of the Charity Hospital, at Blackwellôs Island, Thursday evening last 

(NYT, 9 Nov 1873, p. 5).  

E.D. Davies, Academy of Music, New York, 13 Nov 1873 (Odell 9, p. 458). 

E.D. Davies, Theatre Comique, New York, 20 Nov 1873 (Odell 9, p. 464). 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Metropolitan Theatre, 595 Broadway, New York, Jan 

1874 (Odell 9, p. 468). 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, week of 23 Feb 1874 

(Odell 9, p. 498). 

Olympic Theatre, New York. First week of E.D. Davies, the greatest known 

ventriloquist (NYT, 30 Mar 1874, p. 7).  

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Academy of Music, New York, 17 Mar 1881 (Odell 

11, p. 518). 

E.D. Davies, ñthe worldôs premier ventriloquist,ò Tony Pastorôs New Theatre, 

New York, 14 Nov 1881 (Odell 11, p. 526). 

E.D. Davies, Minerôs Eighth Avenue Theatre, New York, 28 Nov-3 Dec 1881 

(Odell 11, p. 568).  

E.D. Davies, ñpremier ventriloquist of the world,ò Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, New 

York, later Nov until 3 Dec 1881 (Odell 11, p. 561).  

E.D. Davies, Minerôs Eighth Avenue Theatre, 2-7 Jan 1882 (Odell 11, p. 569).  

E.D. Davies, Aberleôs New Theatre, New York, Feb 1882 (Odell 11, p. 532).  

E.D. Davies, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, Mar 1882 (Odell 11, p. 564) 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Academy of Music, New York, Press Club concert, 14 

Mar 1882 (Odell 11, p. 521; NYT. 12 Mar 1892, p. 9; NYT, 14 Mar 1892, p. 2). 

E.D. Davies, ñpremier ventriloquist of the world,ò Bijou Opera House, New York, 

3 Apr 1882 (Odell 11, p. 481).  

Bijou Opera House, New York, 2 Apr 1882. E.D. Davies gave a humorous sketch 

which showed unusual ventriloquial powers. His rapid changes of dialect, 

humorous singing, and quaint remarks were greeted with laughter and applause, 

and he was recalled at the conclusion of his part (NYT, 4 Apr 1882, p. 4).   
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E.D. Davies, Thalia Theater (late Wallachôs), 2 May 1882 (Odell 11, p. 498). 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behmanôs, New York. 29 May-3 Jun 1882 

(Odell 11, p. 618).  

 

 

E.D.Davies, London Theatre, New 

York, 19-14 Jun 1882 (Odell 11, p. 

560). 

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Nibloôs 

Garden Theatre, New York, 13-18 

Nov 1882 (Odell 12, p. 48).  

E.D. Davies, ventriloquist, Hyde and 

Behmanôs, New York, 27 Nov-23 

Dec 1892 (Odell 12, p. 176). 

E.D. Davies, Minerôs Theatre, 

Bowery, Dec 1882 (Odell 12, p. 

124). 

E.D. Davies, Premier ventriloquist of 

the world, by permission of Mr. 

Harry Miner. Grand Opera House, 

New York, Fifteenth Annual Charity 

Benefit of N.Y. Lodge, No. 1, 

B.P.O. Elks, Thursday afternoon, 7 

Dec. (NYT, 7 Dec 1882, p. 7; Odell 

12, p. 51).  

E.D. Davies, London Theatre, New 

York, 18-23 Dec 1882 (Odell 12, p. 

118). 

E.D. Davies, Minerôs Theatre, 

Bowery, 2-7 Apr 1883 (Odell 12, p. 

127).  

E.D. Davies, Minerôs 8
th
 Avenue 

Theatre, New York, 9-14 Apr 1883 (Odell 12, p. 135). 

 

E.D. Davies 
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E.D. Davies, Hyde and Behmanôs, Brooklyn, 25 Aug 1883 (Odell 12, p. 371). 

E.D. Davies, ñpremier ventriloquist of he world,ò Koster and Bialôs, New York, 3 

Dec 1883 (Odell 12, p. 306). 

E.D. Davies, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 31 Dec 1883-5 Jan 1884 (Odell 12, p. 

326). 

Mrs. E.D. Davies, wife of the well known ventriloquist, died 7 Aug 1894 at her house in 

Adelaide, South Australia. The deceased was seventy years of age. A number of years 

ago she accompanied her husband in tour of the globe in his professional calling. (NYC, 

20 Oct 1894, p. 522). 

"E.D. Davies, a ventriloquist, committed suicide by shooting April 20 in Australia. The 

deceased, who was about seventy-eight years of age, was well known in the United States 

a number of years ago. His wife survives him." (NYC, 6 Jun 1896, p. 213).  

Davies, J.W., ventriloquist. San Francisco papers of 8 March 1873 mention the 

appearance of J.W. Davis, ventriloquist. Metropolitan Theatre crowded, recalled Davies 

again and again. Amusing performance that he often gave in New York (NYT, 20 Apr 

1873, p. 1). 

Davis, Alexander. Prof. Davis was one of the creators of the mechanical walking and 

talking figures (Laurie, p. 114) 

Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, Woodôs Museum, New York, 5 Jan 1874 (Odell 

9, p. 412). Woodôs Museum. Positively one week only. Evening at 8, Afternoon at 

2. The renowned ventriloquist, Mr. Alex Davis (NYT, 6, 8, 12, 13, 14 Jan 1874, 

p. 7). 

The premier ventriloquist of the world, Alex. Davis. Woodôs Museum, New York. 

Evening at 8, Afternoon at 2 (NYT, 5 Apr 1874, p. 11).  

Professor Alexander Davis, Metropolitan Theatre, 585 Broadway, New York, 18 

May 1874 (Odell 9, p. 469). 

Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, Globe Theatre, 728 Broadway, New York, Aug 

1874 (Odell 9, p. 595). 

Professor Davis, Metropolitan Theatre, 585 Broadway, New York, 24 Aug 1874 

(Odell 9, p. 603). 

Alexander Davis, Olympic Theatre, Brooklyn, week of 18 Jan 1875 (Odell 9, p. 

632). J 
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Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, Harry Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 11-16 Oct 1880 

(Odell 11, p. 346).  

Alexander Davis, Novelty Theatre/Bowery Garden, New York, Apr 1881 (Odell 

11, p. 338). 

Professor Alexander Davis, ventriloquist, National Theatre, Bowery, week ending 

15 July 1882 (Odell 11, p. 554).   

Alexander Davis, magician, ventriloquist and humorist, Volksgarten (Volks 

Theate), New York, 16-21 Aug 1882 (Odell 12, p. 101). 

Prof. Alex Davis, Epsteinôs Dime Museum, Chicago, this week (NYC, 1 Apr 

1893, p. 54).  

Alex. Davis, the ventriloquist, has returned to New York after a six yearsô 

absence. He has been with the Sells Brothers for the last three seasons, 

accompanying them to Australia. (NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 727).  

 

(NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 728) 

Wanted, partner to take half interest in Mirthful Mystery. Alex. Davis, the great 

wizard of the west and premier ventriloquist of the world. Alexander Davisð

Your stage setting is the most elaborate I have ever seen, and is fully in keeping 

with the high class character of your work. The tapestries of cardinal velvet, with 

their exquisite floral designs in handwork, have been the admiration of everyone, 

especially the ladies. Silas Bung, Address P.O. Box 27, Hawthorne, N.J. (NYC, 

27 Jan 1894m p. 761). 



35 
 

35 
 

Alex. Davis, The Great Wizard of the West, ventriloquist, vocalist and humorist, 

at liberty. Address 122 East Tenth Street, New York City (NYC, 7 Apr 1894, p. 

79). 

Prof. Davis a member of Billy Zehrôs Annex and Family Resort, now touring 

Illinois (NYC, 21 Apr 1894, p. 99). Alexander Davis? 

Prof. Davis at the New Wonderland, Norristown, Pennsylvania (NYC, 21 Apr 

1894, p. 99). Alexander Davis? 

Alex. Davis, Frank Hallôs Casino, Chicago (NYC, 19 May 1894, p. 163).  

Alex Davis, the ventriloquist and magician, who has been stopping here [St. Paul, 

Minnesota] some days, assisted at an entertainment, 10 Oct 1894, at the Meridian 

Lodge, No. 151, I.O.O.F. [Independent Order of Odd Fellows]. (NYC, 20 Oct 

1894, p. 520). 

Prof. Davis, Bartonôs New Theatre, Newport News, Va. (NYC, 13 Oct 1894, p. 

508; 27 Oct 1894, p. 537). Alexander Davis?  

Alex. Davis, U.S. Theatre (formerly the Empire), Chicago, week of 3 Feb 1895. 

NYC, 16 Feb 1895, p. 798) 

"Alex Davis, ventriloquist, and Edward [illegible], dancer, will present their 

'Mirthful Mystery,' and can be engaged." (NYC, 14 Dec 1895, p. 640) 

 

(Clipper, 25 Jan 1896, p. 750) 

Alex. Davis, magic and ventriloquist, The Great Wallace Shows, this season 

(NYC, 11 Apr 1896, p. 86) 

Alex. Davis, magic and ventriloquist, sideshow of the Great Wallace Shows 

(NYC. 11 Jul 1896, p. 293) 
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Davis, Alfred, ventriloquist. Dick Parkerôs American Theatre, New York, 25-30 Apr 

1881 (Odell 11, p. 354).  

 De Bussey, Miss. Female. Had an act with soldier and boy figures (Laurie, p. 116) 

De Joe, J.K. J.K. De Joe, the ventriloquist, Heck and Avery's Museum, Cincinnati 

(NYC, 18 Apr 1896, p. 103) 

Dell, African 

African Dell, W.S. Cleveland's All United Minstrels and European Vaudevilles, 

Academy of Music, Buffalo, New York, 3-5 Aug 1893. English performer who 

gave "some fair ventriloquist impersonations and fine banjo imitations." (NYC, 

12 Aug 1893, p. 366) 

Dell, La, ventriloquist, Gem Theatre, Bridgeport, CT (NYC, 27 Oct 1894, p.537) 

DôEsta, Harry.  

Harry DôEsta, of D'Esta's Marionettes and Harry D'Esta's American Pantomime 

Company, was identified during appearances in Kingston, Jamaica, as ñHarry 

DôEsta, Magician and Ventriloquist.ò (The Gleaner [Kingston, Jamaica], 23 Feb 

1895, p. 2) 

Proctor's Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 2 Dec 1895. "The D'Estas 

entertained their audience with ventriloquism é.ò (NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 632) 

Proctorôs Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 9 Dec 1895. ñThe DôEstas, 

ventriloquists, were popular holdovers.ò (NYC, 14 Dec 12895, p. 648) 

Devere, Joe. "4 fine ventriloquist figures, $14; and marionette show complete, $20. Joe 

Devere, 412 West 29th St., New York City, Rear (NYC, 7 Dec 1895, p. 640) 

Devore, Charles, ventriloquist 

Charles Devore, ventriloquist, Flushing Opera House, New York, 16 Oct 1890 

(Odell 14, p. 776) 

Charles Devore, ventriloquist, Avon Hall, Williamsburgh, NY, 6 Dec 1890 (Odell 

14, p. 769) 

Charles Devore, ventriloquist, Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 22 Apr. 

NYC, 27 Apr 1895, p. 118). 

Dewey, Alfred. Portrait, c. 1898 (Albano 2008, p. 31) 
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De Winter, Grace. Very clever vent and impersonator. Female (Laurie, p. 116) 

Dionne, Prof., magician and ventriloquist.  

Prof. Dionne, magician and ventriloquist. The Dr. Danny Mexican Co., Dr. A.E. 

Dionne, manager, opening under canvas in Dover, New Hampshire, 30 Apr 1894 

(NYC, 21 Apr1894, p. 99). 

Dr. Danney Specialty Co.: We have just crossed the line from New Hampshire 

into Maine. This is our fourteenth week under canvas and everybody is well and 

happy.. And the "white elephant" cuts his capers every Sunday with the long 

green. Roster: A.E. Dionne, manager [é], Mrs. A.E. Dionne, treasurer [é], 

Johnny and Edesse Dionne, song and dance and sketch [é], Little Maude 

Dionne, vocalist and dancer; Prof. A.E.Dionne, magician and 

ventriloquisté.(NYC, 10 Aug 1895, p. 355) 

Notes from Dr. Danneyôs Specialty Co.: Good business is still the headline on our 

weekly banner, and the white mule does his antics with the white winged 

envelopes every Sunday afternoon. Prof. Dionne keeps the Rubes guessing with 

his sleight of hand and chases away wrinkles with his ventriloquismé.Edesse 

Dionneôs songs and dances delight them all. (NYC, 24 Aug 1895, p. 390) 

Dougherty, John.  

John Dougherty {Dongherty?], ventriloquist, singer, and dancer, Dr. Bill's Oregon 

Indian Medicine Cos., now touring Missouri (NYC, 2 May 1896, p. 133) 

John Dougherty, ventriloquist, Dr. Billôs Oregon Indian Medicine Cos., now 

touring Missouri (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 184) 

Dreams, Lydia, ventriloquist (Walter Lambert, female impersonator). Came from 

England (Laurie, p. 115). Never removed his wig and the audience believed it was a lady. 

He was also a great portrait painter and made all his figures and props (Laurie, p. 115) 

Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, did well at ProctorΩǎ tƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ tŀƭŀŎŜΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ 

Thanksgiving week, 1895; Christmas week, 1895 (NYC, 30 Nov 1895, p. 616; 28 

Dec 1895, p. 680) 

 

"Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist and cartoonist, was well received" at Proctor's 

Theatre, New York, week of 30 Dec 1895-4 Jan 1896 (NYC, 4 Jan 1896, p. 696) 

 

ά[ydia Dreams, a clever ventriloquist,έ Hyde  & Behman's, Brooklyn (NYC, 11 Jan 

1896, p. 713) 
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Lydia 5ǊŜŀƳǎΣ ǾŜƴǘǊƛƭƻǉǳƛǎǘΣ ¢ƻƴȅ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ¢Ƙeatre, New York (NYT, 12 Jan 1896, 

p . 12) 

 

Ψέ[ȅŘƛŀ 5ǊŜŀƳǎέ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǾŜƴǘǊƛƭƻǉǳƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀȅƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΥ ŀǘ ¢ƻƴȅ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ мо                                                                                                                                

Jan 1896 (NYC, 18 Jan 1896, p. 728) 

 

[ȅŘƛŀ 5ǊŜŀƳǎΣ ǾŜƴǘǊƛƭƻǉǳƛǎǘΣ ¢ƻƴȅ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ όb¸¢Σ мп Wŀƴ муфсΣ 

p. 5) 

 

Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist and cartoonist, Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 

9 Mar 1896 (NYC, 14 Mar 1896, p. 22) 

 

Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, Proctor's Pleasure Palace, New York, week of 16 Mar 

1896 (NYC, 21 Mar 1896, p. 38) 

 

Lydia Dreams, ventriloquist, Tƻƴȅ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ όb¸¢Σ 22 Mar 1896, 

p. 10; 28 Mar 1896, pp. 54, 55) 

 

[ȅŘƛŀ 5ǊŜŀƳǎΣ YŜƛǘƘΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ όb¸¢Σ нн Wŀƴ муффΣ ǇΦ мтύ 

 

Duncan, ventriloquist. Mostly or all the same as A.O. Duncan?  

Tableaux posed on 22 Nov 1877, at the Christian Endeavour Church, 

Williamsburgh; on 28 and 29, Duncan, ventriloquist, assisted. (Odell 10, p. 543).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, The McEvoy Hibernicon, week of 21-26 Apr 1879 (Odell 

10, p. 750).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, May l882 (Odell 11, p. 565).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Minerôs Eighth Ave. Theatre, 8-13 May 1882 (Odell 11, p. 

571).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behmanôs, Brooklyn, Jun 1882 (Odell 11, p.  

619).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Haverlyôs 14
th
 Street Theatre, New York, specialties in The 

Black Crook, Haverlyôs 14
th
 Street Theatre, three weeks beginning 13 Nov 1882 

(Odell 12, p. 34).  
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Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behmanôs, May 1883 (Odell 12, p. 178).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Grand Opera House, one week beginning 14 May 1883 

(Odell 12, p. 53).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Minerôs 8
th
 Street Theatre, 18-23 Jun 1883 (Odell 12, p. 

136).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 18-30 Jun 1883 (Odell 12, p. 

128).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs Theatre, New York, 31 Dec 1883 (Odell 12, 

p. 303).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs Theatre, New York, Feb 1884 (Odell 12, p. 

304).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs Theatre, New York, Nov 1884 (Odell 12, p. 

504).  

Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, Dec 1885 (Odell 13, p. 103).  

Duncan, Harry Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, Feb 1885 (Odell 12, p. 528).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Minerôs Eighth Ave. Theatre, New York, 24-29 Aug 1885 

(Odell 13, p. 109).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs, New York, 2-7 Feb 1885 (Odell 12, p. 505).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behmanôs, 25-30 Mar 1889 (Odell 14, p. 172).  

Duncan, Tony Pastorôs, 15-10 Apr 1889 (Odell 14, p. 111).  

Duncan, Tony Pastorôs, 23-28 Jun 1889 (Odell 14, p. 358).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde and Behmanôs, 10-15 Feb 1890 (Odell 14, p. 454). 

Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs, 28 Jul-2 Aug 1890 (Odell 14, p. 359).  

Duncan, ventriloquist of note, Tony Pastorôs, 11 May 1891 (Odell 14, p. 640).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 13-18 Jul 1891 (Odell 14, p. 

641).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, London Theatre, New York, 9-14 May 1892 (Odell 15, p. 

138).  
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Duncan, ventriloquist, Park Theatre, New York, 31 Oct-5 Nov 1892 (Odell 15 , p. 

357).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, The Imperial, New York, 13 Nov 1893 (NYC, 18 Nov 

1893, p. 594).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Keithôs Union Square Theatre, this week (NYT, 10 Dec 

1899, p. 18).  

Duncan, A.O. Used a group of figures, often incorporating them in political sketches. 

Duncan preferred to call the art of ventriloquism ñvocal gyrations.ò (Vox 77). A.O. 

Duncan: We know of his presence in 1883. He influenced John Cooper and inspired 

Harry Lester (Burns 115). A.O. Duncan was a pioneer in American ventriloquism 

(Laurie, p. 113). 

A. Duncan, ventriloquist, Bunnellôs Museum, Brooklyn, Apr 1882 (Odell 11, p. 

625). I need to recheck thisðseems to be a mistake. 

A.O. Duncan: We know of his presence in 1883. (Burns 115) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bialôs, New York, 15 Nov 1885 (NYT, 15 

Nov 1885, p. 15).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bialôs, New York, 28 Dec 1885-2 Jan 1886 

(Odell 13, p. 122).  

 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Minerôs 8
th
 Aves. Theatre, New York, 4-9 Jan 1886 

(Odell 13, p. 111).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bialôs, New York, 10 Jan 1886. Mr. Duncan supplies a 

clever and amusing ventriloquial representation, but it is to be wished that 

somebody would invent fresher methods of exposition of the ventriloquistôs art 

than the perennial and grimacing dolls. Notwithstanding the exceeding familiarity 

of amusement seekers with his mediums, however, Mr. Duncanôs power of 

sending his voice to all points of the compass and his command of dialect made 

his task yesterday an agreeable one for the spectators. (ñAmusements.ò NYT, 11 

Jan 1886, p. 4). 

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bialôs, New York. (NYT, 11 Jan 1886, p. 7; also 12, 13, 

16 Jan.)  

\A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 18-23 Jan 1886 (Odell 13, p. 104).  
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A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bialôs, 21 Feb 1886 (ñAmusements,ò NYT, 22 Feb 1886, 

p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bialôs, 28 Feb 1886. Mr. A.O. Duncan, the ventriloquist, 

brought forth his loquacious puppets. (ñAmusements,ò NYT, 1 Mar 1886, p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 5-10 Apr 1886 (Odell 13, 

p. 106).  

Nibloôs, New York: ñThe Black Crookò included specialties in the third and 

fourth acts. The ventriloquism of Mr. Duncan keeps the audience in high glee. 

The delusion is almost perfect, and the aggressive little Irishman, though clearly 

an imitation of Mr. Harry Kennedyôs puppet, is funnier than the original.  (ñNote 

on the Stage,ò NYT, 15 Apr 1886, p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs 8
th
 Ave. Theatre, New York, 30 Aug-4 Sep 1886 (Odell 

13, p. 330).  

A.O. Duncan, Nibloôs, New York. The Black Crook, including A.O. Duncan, 

ventriloquist, 11 Apr 1887 (Odell 13, p. 254). Also NYT, 10 Apr 1887, p. 15. 

Duncan, the ventriloquist, made his puppets uproariously funny (ñNotes of the 

Theatre,ò NYT, 12 Apr 1887, p. 5).  

A.O. Duncan, the ventriloquist now playing an engagement in "The Black Crook" 

company at Niblo's, denied last night that he was the mysterious stranger shot at 

in Crosby Street last night [é.]. An acquaintance of Duncan said it might be a 

publicity stunt [é.]. 16 Apr 1887 ("Still an Unsolved Mystery. No Light Thrown 

on the Shooting in Crosby-Street." New York Times, 17 Apr 1887, p. 9.) 

ñThe Black Crookò at the Grand Opera House, 23 May 1887, included a bright bit 

of ventriloquism (ñNotes of the Stage,ò NYT, 24 May 1887, p. 4).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 7-12 May 1888 (Odell 13, p. 523).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Tony Pastorôs, 5-10 Nov 1888 (Odell 14, p. 109).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 6-11 May 1889 (Odell 14, p. 123).  

A.O. Duncan, Tony Pastorôs, 16 Sep 1889 (Odell 14, p. 354).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bials, 5-10 May 1890 (Odell 14, p. 353. 

A.O. Duncan, London Theatre, New York, 21-26 Jul 1890 (Odell 14, p. 365). 

A.O. Duncan, Proctorôs (Novelty) Theatre, Brooklyn, 15-20 Sep 1890 (Odell 14, 

p. 795).  
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A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 29 Sep 1890 (Odell 14, p. 648).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 16-21 Feb 1891 (Odell 14, p. 651). 

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 20-25 Apr 18j91 (Odell 14, p. 652).  

A.O. Duncan, Mammoth Pavilion, 23 May 1891 (Odell 14, p. 660).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Casino, 4 Jun 1892 (Odell 15, p. 52).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Eighth Avenue Theatre, 12-17 Sep 1892 (Odell 15, p. 

431).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Eighth Ave. Theatre, 29 March 1893 (NYT, 25 Mar 1893, 

p. 38).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Eighth Ave. Theatre, 15-20 May 1893 (Odell 15, p. 433).  

A.O. Duncan, Minerôs Theatre, Bowery, 19-24 Jun 1893 (Odell 15, p. 429).  

A.O. Duncan, Herrmannôs Theatre, New York, 25 Sep l893 (NYC, 30 Sep 1893, 

p. 483; Odell 15, p. 614).  

A.O. Duncan, Imperial Music Hall, New York, this week (NYC, 26 Aug 1893, p. 

398).  A.O. Duncan, Imperial Music Hall, 28 Aug-2 Sep 1893 (Odell 15, p. 690).  

A.O. Duncan, Gaiety and Bijou, Boston, this week (NYC, 14 Oct 1893, p. 513).  

A.O. Duncan, Bijou, Philadelphia, 20 Nov 1893 (NYC, 25 Nov 1893, p. 609).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Twenty-Third Street Theatre, 11-16 Dec 

1893 (Odell 15, p. 696). A.O. Duncan, Proctorôs, this week (NYC, 16 Dec 1893, 

p. 657).  

A.O. Duncan, Hyde & Behmanôs, Brooklyn, week of 25 Dec 1893 (NYC, 30 Dec 

1893, p. 690).  

A.O. Duncan, Keithôs Union Square Theatre, New York, 1-6 Jan 1894 (Odell 15, 

p. 705).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, introduced his new walking figure at Koster & Bialôs, 

this week (NYC, 13 Jan 1894, p. 720). A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bialôs, 15-20 Jan 

1894 (Odell 15, p. 682). A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, was amusing at Koster and 

Bialôs, 15 Jan (NYC, 20 Jan 1894, p. 738).  

A.O. Duncan, Gaiety and Bijou, Boston, week of 5 Feb 1894 (NYC, 10 Feb 1894, 

p. 785).  
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A.O. Duncan, Gayety, Brooklyn, 5-10 Mar 1894 (Odell 15, p. 820).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bialôs, 26-31 Mar 1894 (Odell 15, p. 683). Week of 26 

Mar, A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, made his reappearance and with walking figures 

won loud applause (NYC, 31 Mar 1894, p. 54). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Keithôs Union Square Theatre, 9-14 Jul 1894 (Odell 

15, p. 708). A.O. Duncan, Keithôs Union Square Theatre, 9 Jul 1894. Duncan has 

few equals in his line of work, and gives promise of occupying a position 

exclusively his own as an inventor of mechanical talking and walking figures 

(NYC, 14 Jul 1894, p. 293).  

B.F. Keithôs Amusement Enterprises: Four of the Handsomest and Most 

Prosperous Theatres in the World: New Theatre, Boston Mass.; Opera House, 

Providence, R.I.; Bijou Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa.; New Union Square Theatre, 

New York City. B.F. Keith, ProprietorðE.F. Albee, General Manager. List of 

stars includes A.O. Duncan. (NYC, 28 Jul 1894, p. 336).  

A.O. Duncan, Albaugh Grand Opera House, Washington, D.C., this week (NYC, 

28 Jul 1894, p. 325). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, made his reappearance at Koster and Bialôs, and won 

new friends by his entertaining turn, week of 6 Aug 1894 (NYC, 11 Aug 1894, p. 

358; display ad, p. 366). A.O. Duncan, Koster and Bials, 13-18 Aug 1894 (Odell 

15, p. 684). A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, began his second week a continued 

favorite, week of 13 Aug (NYC, 14 Aug 1894, p. 374).  

A.O. Duncan, the well known ventriloquist, is blossoming forth as a song writer 

and composer . He has composed two songs ñThe Butterfly and the Roseò and 

ñAfter the Curtain Falls.ò (NYC, 18 Aug 1894, p. 372).  

A.O. Duncan, Roof Garden and Casino Theatre, St. Louis, MO (NYC, 8 Sep 

1894, p. 421).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bialôs, week of 24 Sep (NYC, 29 Sep 1894, 

p. 472).  

A.O. Duncan, Gayety, Brooklyn, 15 Oct 1894 (NYC, 20 Oct 1894, p. 524). 

A.O. Duncan, Proctorôs Theatre, New York, this week (NYT, 21 Oct 1894, p. 10).  

A.O. Duncan, Auditorium, Philadelphia (NYC, 17 Nov 1894, p. 591). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial's, New York, 3 Dec 1894. (NYC, 8 

Dec 1894, p. 638). 
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A.O. Duncan returned to Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 7 Jan. (NYC, 12 

Jan 1895, p. 718). 

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bialôs, New York, week of 14 Jan 1894 (NYC, 19 Jan 

1894, p. 734) 

A.O. Duncan, Keith's New Theatre, Boston, this week. NYC, 26 Jan 1895, p. 

747). 

A.O. Duncan, International Vaudevilles, Howard Auditorium, Baltimore, 11 Feb 

1895 (NYC, 16 Feb 1895, p. 795) 

For Sale: Ventriloquistsô figures by W.J. Mills (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 835). To 

ventriloquists, for sale cheap for cash, the Automatic Figures formerly used by 

ñW.J. Mills.ò Address 41 Bleecker St., New York, where they can be viewed by 

appointment. Would like to hear from A.O. Duncan (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 838).  

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 25 Feb 1895. (NYC, 2 Mar 

1895, p. 830). 

ñAfter the Curtain Falls,ò great A.O. Duncanôs song, forcible, eloquent, original. 

Sung with immense success by Miss Julia Mackey, Will F. Denny, Bernard 

Dyllyn. A.O. Duncan (the ventriloquist), 216 West Twenty-second Street, New 

York. (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 839). 

A.O. Duncan, a popular holdover, Koster & Bialôs,  New York, week of 4 Mar 

1895 (NYC, 9 Mar 1895, p. 6).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster and Bialôs, 8 Apr 1895 (NYT, 7 Apr 1895, p. 

12). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Koster & Bial's, New York, week of 27 May 1895 

(NYC, 1 Jun 1895, p. 197). 

A.O. Duncan is spending his vacation at home, enjoying extended trips on his 

bicycle to the various suburban watering places. (NYC, 3 Aug 1895, p. 340) 

A.O. Duncan, the ventriloquist, The Bijou, Philadelphia. (NYC, 10 Aug 1895, p. 

357). 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Grand Opera House, Boston. (NYC, 24 Aug 1895, p. 

389) 

A.O.  Duncan, ventriloquist, Hyde & Behmanôs, Brooklyn, 26 Aug 1895 (NYC, 

31 Aug 1895, p. 406) 
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A.O. Duncan, a ventriloquial entertainer of unusual talent, Keith's Union Square 

Theatre, New York. Labor Day, 2 Sep 1895 (NYC, 7 Sep 1895, p. 422) 

A.O. Duncan, Keithôs New Theatre, New York, current week (NYC, 21 Sep 

1895, p. 453) 

A.O. Duncan, New Theatre, Pittsburgh, PA. (NYC, 9 Nov 1895, p. 567) 

A.O. Duncan, Avenue Theatre, Pittsburgh, PA, opening the new house 11 Nov 

1895 (NYC, 16 Nov 1895, p. 583) 

A.O. Duncan, Keith's New Theatre, New York. "Tremendous audiences have 

filled this refined and exclusive vaudeville house the past week." (NYC, 7 Dec 

1895, p. 631) 

A.O. Duncan, annual benefit of New Haven, CT, Lodge of Elks, II (NYC, 14 Dec 

1895, p. 645) 

O.A. Duncan [sic], ventriloquist, Star Theatre, Brooklyn, 9 Feb 1896 (NYC, 15 

Feb 1896, p. 792) 

Keith's New Theatre, New York: "The weekly list generally includes a special 

attraction for the children, who patronize this house so largely and frequently. 

This week Hewelt's Midget Theatre heads a long and attractive list, which 

includes [é] A.O. Duncané." (NYC, 22 Feb 1896, p. 805) 

A.O. Duncan, Koster & Bial's Music Hall, New York, 26 Apr 1896: participated 

in benefit for Carver B. Cline, who had been business manager for Koster & 

Bial's for many years (NYC, 2 May 1896, p. 136) 

A.O. Duncan took part in benefit for Bennett Wilson, manager of the Gayety, 

Brooklyn, 26 Apr 1896 (NYC, 2 May 1896, p. 136) [sic: two benefits on the same 

day] 

A.O. Duncan, Keith's New Theatre, Boston (NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 391) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Pleasure Palace, New York, this week 

(NYT, 30 Aug 1896, p.12). Duncan, the ventriloquist, Proctorôs Pleasure Palace, 

this week (NYT, 1 Sep 1896, p. 5).  

 

Proctor's Theatre, New York, week of 7 Sep 1896. A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, 

introduced new sayings and songs in his act and was given a hearty reception 

(NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 440) 
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A.O. Duncan, Proctor's Pleasure Palace, New York, 31 Aug 1896 (NYC, 5 Sep 

1896, p. 424) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, became a favorite at Keith's Union Square Theatre, 

New York, opening 28 Sep 1896 (NYC, 3 Oct 1896, p. 488) 

A.O. Duncan was entertaining with his ventriloquism, Hammerstein's Olympia, 

New York, 5 Oct 1896 (NYC, 10 Oct 1896, p. 506) 

A.O. Duncan, Hammersteinôs Olympia, Evenings, 8.15. Sat. Mat. Adm. 50c 

(display ad, NYC, 17 Oct 1896, p. 530) 

The Premier Ventriloquist, A.O. Duncan, Worthy Successor to the Late Harry 

Kennedy, Hyde & Behmanôs, Brooklyn ( BDE, 21 Feb 1897, p. 14; also Feb 22, 

23).  

Duncan, ventriloquist, Keithôs Union Square Theatre, New York, this week 

(NYT, 28 Feb 1887, p. 21). A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Keithôs Union Square 

Theatre, this week (NYT, 2 Mar 1897, p. 7). 

Explosion in a cab. New York, Saturday evening, [6] March 1897. A.O. Duncan 

was one of the previous riders that evening. Performer at Keith'sTheatre. He went 

to the Lotos Club to an entertainment. Ventriloquist. Uses no explosives in his 

performance. Driver got down and left the vehicle while waiting for Duncan. 

("An Explosion in a Cab: Mysterious Occurrence of Saturday Night Which 

Puzzles the Police of the Twenty-third Precinct." New York Times, 8 Mar 1897, 

p. 1.)  

Explosion in a cab, New York, [6] March 1897. Ventriloquist Duncan, when 

asked if it was not possible that he had a bottle of some acid which he had 

dropped in the carriage, said he carried no properties aside from his dolls, and that 

they had been taken to the Lotos Club from the theater in a truck. The police were 

moved to ask the question because the trick of the smoking Irishman is an old one 

with ventriloquists, and sometimes sulfuric acid is used in performing it. ("Cab 

Explosion a Mystery: Police Have Been Unable to Find the Responsible Persons--

Sulfuric Acid was Used." New York Times, 9 Mar 1897, p. 12.) 

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Olympia Music Hall, New York, this week (NYT, 26 

Oct 1897, p. 7). 

A.O. Duncan, the popular ventriloquist, Proctorôs Theatre, New York, this week 

(NYT, 20 Feb 1898, p. 5). The expert ventriloquism of Duncan, Proctorôs Theatre, 

this week (NYT, 22 Feb 1898, p. 7).  
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A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, at vaudeville entertainment, Waldorf-Astoria, in aid 

of the Lying-in Hospital (NYT, 24 Apr 1898). Duncan talked most cleverly to the 

audience through four wooden dummies, one of them an irrepressible Irish boy 

(NYT, 26 Apr 1898, p. 7).  

A.O. Duncan, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Theatre, this week (NYT, 23 Apr 1899, p. 

17; 25 Apr 1899, p. 7).  

The Casino, Atlanta: "It is said that O.A. [sic] Duncan the ventriloquist at the 

Casino this week, raised ventriloquism to an art. Prior to his achievements 

ventriloquism for the most part was confined to Punch and Judy shows. Duncan's 

work has been a feature in all the prominent Keith vaudeville houses." (Atlanta 

Constitution, 10 Jun 1909, p. 8) 

Duncan, William. Entertainment for children at Liederkranz Hall, East Fourth Street, 

New York, 30 Apr 1882. Included ventriloquism by William Duncan (NYT, 1 May 1882, 

p. 8).  

Durand, Howard W, the well known musician and ventriloquist, has opened a muse and 

theatre at Meridian, CT, under favorable conditions. The following re the people of the 

week: Princess Lucy, Little Dexton, Durand, Carvosso and Harry Stone (NYC, 11 Mar 

1893, p. 6).  

Ebbs, William. Did a travesty on vents. In his first act he was seated near a wicker lamp 

that had a large shade, with his midget brother concealed in the lamp. The supposed 

dummy, Ebbs, ate an apple and drank water while doing rapid-fire talk. Finally the light 

was put out and the midget fell down from the lamp, showing up the fake. In a later act 

he brought out the ñdummyò in a suit case, took him out in front of the audience, worked 

as a regular vent act (of course with remarkable tricks because the midget did the 

talking),  and put the dummy back in the valise for an exit. They gave it away when 

taking bows (Laurie, p. 116) 

Edgar, Signor, ñthe best ventriloquist and magician in existence,ò was exhibiting nightly 

at the Franklin Museum, New York, Oct 1850 (Odell 6, p. 79).  

Edwards, ventriloquist, Keith's Union Square Theatre, New York (NYC, 29 Aug 1896, 

p. 408  

Edwards, Maude. Sister of Tom. Female vent (Laurie, p. 116) 

Edwards, Tom. Tom Edwards, from England, with his ñFather and Babyò act was very 

good (Laurie, p. 114) 

Emmett, Hugh J. 



48 
 

48 
 

Hughey Emmett, ventriloquist. Huber and Gebhardtôs Casino, Brooklyn, 18-23 

Sep 1893 (Odell 15, p. 799) 

Hugh J. Emmett, ventriloquist, Proctorôs Theatre, New York, week of 6 May1895 

(NYC, 11 May 1895, p. 150). 

Hugh J. Emmett, musical humorist and ventriloquist, YMCA, Montclair, NJ 

(NYT, 12 Jan 1896, p. 11) 

Hugh J. Emmett entertained with sayings, ventriloquism, and violin selections at 

annual concert and reception of the Institute Boat Club, Newark, New Jersey, 

(NYT, 5 Feb 1896, p. 6) 

H.J. Emmett, ventriloquist, Lakewood Hotel, Lakewood, NY (NYT, 8 Mar 1896, 

p. 21) 

Hugh J. Emmett in a little music and nonsense, with some up-to-date 

ventriloquism, at smoker of Long Island Wheelmen, Brooklyn (NYT, 16 Mar 

1896, p. 6) 

Espinos, ventriloquist from London, was at Nibloôs Garden, New York, in mid-July 1834 

(Odell 3, p. 700).  

Fakir of Siva, The 

Ads for the Fakir of Siva appeared in the Memphis Appeal, 1 Feb 1851 and 20 

Nov 1852 (Index to The Memphis Appeal, 1843-1860). 

Magic and Mirth. Our citizens will rejoice to learn that the great Oriental 

Necromancer and Mysterialist, the Fakir of Siva, has arrived in town, and will 

give two of his unrivalled entertainments  at the Beebe [?] House this evening and 

tomorrow evening, July 29
th
 and 30

th
. Our Exchanges are lavish in their praise of 

his performances and a rare treat awaits those who attend. Go early. (Elyria [OH] 

Courier, 29 Jul 1851, p. 3) 

The Fakir of Siva, a very celebrated character in his line of business is reported to 

be a perfect "trump," and among the many stories and anecdotes told of him is the 

following, cut from the Cleveland Herald: / Quite an exciting scene occurred at 

one of our wharfs yesterday. The hands on one of our steamers, were engaged in 

rolling off a cask, when to the consternation and surprise of the persons engaged 

in performing that operation a voice was heard within the cask. / "Roll it easy, 

these darn'd nails hurt; I'd rather pay my passage than to stand this!" / Holding up 

their hands, their visuals expanded to the size of two saucers, the two laborers 

exclaimed-- / "That beats the d-----!" / The mate coming up at this moment, and 
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unaware of the cause of delay, commenced cursing them for their dilatoriness, 

when from within the voice again came forth--- / "You're nobody; let me out of 

this cask!" / "What's that?" said the mate. / Why, it's me!" said the voice. I want to 

get out--I won't stand this any longer!" / "Up-end that cask!" said the mate. / "Oh! 

don't you kill me!" said the voice--"these darn's nails prick me! Look out! don't!" 

again said the casked up individual, as the men were turning it up. / "Cooper," 

said the mate, "unhead this cask and take out that man." / As the adzes sundered 

the hoops, and the head was coming out, the voice again broke forth--- / "Be easy, 

now; is there any one about? I don't want to be caught!" / Quite a crowd, had now 

gathered around the "scene of action," when, to the astonishment of all the 

bystanders a loud guttural laugh broke forth, which made our hair stand on end, 

and the cask was found filled up with "bacon." / "What does this mean?" says one. 

/ "I swear, it beats my time," said the mate. / We enjoyed the joke top well to 

"blow" as we walked off, arm in arm, with the "Fakir of Siva," the Ventriloquist 

and Magician. (Cleveland Herald; reprinted in De Pere (Wis) Advertiser, 24 Sep 

1851, p. 2) 

17 Nov 1851 the Fakir of Siva, a traveling ñoriental magician and ventriloquist,ò 

played to a crown of 500 in Meredith Hall, Lafayette, Indiana, and then went on 

to Crawfordsville and Indianapolis (ñA Day in the Life of Tippecanoe County,ò 

database of Tippecanoe County Historical Association).  

Our neighbors of Toledo, were some days ago, in ecstasies at the miraculous 

performances of the "Fakir of Siva." The papers puffed him, and the elite of the 

city flocked to his "levees," filling his pockets with "dollars and dimes"--those 

that hadn't the "needful" borrowed of those that had--while the "rest of 

mankind" listened at the key-holes, or peeped in at the windows, and all was 

"merry as a marriage bell," Great was the "Fakir of Siva," and there was none like 

him. But, lo! And behold!! In a few days along came the real "Fakir," and the ci-

divant  [sic] Fakir was no Faker [sic] at all! The Blade belabors him as a "drunken 

imposter," while the Republican stigmatizes him "an outrageous imposter--a 

bare-faced trader on stolen capital; and claims to have been "badly puzzled" all 

the while, as if it "smelt a rat," but admits that it was seduced by its "Cleveland, 

Buffalo, and Cincinnati contemporaries," to give the self-styled Fakir a favorable 

notice in advance." Some laughed at the hoax and some swore, especially those 

who hadn't dimes enough left to see the real "Fakir"--but the laughers were in 

the majority and carried the day, "All is well that ends well," and better luck 

to the Toledonians next time, say we. ("Hoaxed." Fort Wayne Times, 20 Nov 

1851, p. 2)  



50 
 

50 
 

We see that the "Fakir of Siva" has left---or at least at the latest accounts about 

to leave--Indianapolis. We are sorry for that. His mountebankism would have, in 

a measure, diverted public attention from that of the Legislature, and saved the 

latter from ridicule. Query.--Did the Legislature invite him, by resolution, to 

perform before that "dignified body?" Query 2d--Did the "Authorities" present 

him with the "freedom of the city." (Ft. Wayne Times, 18 Dec 1851, p. 2) 

Fakir of Siva Coming. Chicago, May 5. Editor Free Democrat: The celebrated 

"Fakir of Siva" will commence his wonderful entertainments in Milwaukee, about 

the first of June. Maguire, Agent of the Fakir of Siva. (Milwaukee Daily Free 

Democrat, 6 May 1852, p. 3).  

The Fakir of Siva is Coming! Milwaukee Free Democrat, 15, 22 May 1852, p. 2.  

"Soirees Mysterieuses." Fakir of Siva. Gardiner's Hall, Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday Nights, May 27th, 28th, and 29th. Three nights only. Grand mid-day 

soiree, Saturday afternoon. Doors open at 2 o'clock, for the accommodation of 

families, juveniles, invalids, and distant residents, who cannot attend at night. 

The Fakir if Siva, the celebrated prestidigotadore, ventriloquist  and 

necromancer, whose extraordinary and unparalleled  wonders before over four 

hundred thousand persons the past season, and having received medals of merit 

from four European monarchs, is considered a sufficient guarantee to the 

citizens of Milwaukee of his superior skill and ability. His magnificent and 

gorgeous Enchanted Palace, gotten up at the expense of a princely fortune, with 

all its machinery, decorations, enchantments and paraphernalia, will be fully 

displayed each evening. Laughable scenes in the mirth-provoking science of 

ventriloquism.  All the experiments are strictly scientific or mechanical. Nothing 

introduced to offend the most religious or scrupulous. Thousands of 

testimonials, from the most distinguished clergy and dignitaries of the land 

fully proving this fact. Doors open at 7--commence at 6 o'clock precisely [sic]. 

Cards of admission can be obtained in day time on application to Mr. Maguire, 

Treasurer. Tickets, 50 cents--Children under 12 years of age 25 cents. ("Soirees 

Mysterieuses." Milwaukee Daily Sentinel, 22, 25, 26, 29 May 1852, p. 2) 

Fakir of Siva! Grand gift soiree magique! At Gardiner's Hall, Thursday evening, 

Jun2 3, 1852. 400 dollars worth! Of princely gifts, will be distributed to the 

audience free, after the performances are over, by a committee of gentlemen 

appointed by the audiŜƴŎŜǎΦ Dƻ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ YƛǊōȅϥǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ ώΧΦϐ hƴŜ 

hundred gifts! Estimated at $400--all the articles warranted. The inimitable Fakir 
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of Siva! Will appear in his Enchanted Palace! Mons Maguire in dances. Sig. 

Veroni's automatons. Tickets 50 cents, entitling the holder to a gift--to be 

ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ YƛǊōȅϥǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IŀƭƭΦ CƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ ǎŜŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ WǳƴŜ мΦ ώΧΦϐ 

Three night\s longer! At Gardiner's Hall. Monday. Tuesday & Wednesday May 

31, and June 1 and 2. The Fakir of Siva, will give his unique and wonderful soirees 

as above; and thankful for the patronage he has received in Milwaukee, and to 

enable all to attend, the admission will be only 25 cents. Cards of admission can 

be obtained in day time, on application to Mr. Maguire, at this Hall. May 31. 

("Fakir of Siva." Daily Free Democrat, Milwaukee, 1, 2, 3 Jun 1852, p. 2. 

The "Fakir of Siva" had a crowded audience last evening. To-night, he will give 

another representation, and after the performance, will distribute to the 

audience one hundred gifts (Milwaukee Free Democrat, 4 Jun 1852, p. 3) 

The "Fakir of Siva" has come out for Scott. This is an important accession in the 

Whig ranks, as the great magician is supposed to possess the power of having 

things his own way. His brother, Mr. Haskell, is one of the electors of Tennessee 

(Milwaukee Daily Free Democrat, 20 Aug 1852. p. 2) 

In September 1852, the New York Times reported that the magician and 

ventriloquist using the ñmysterious appellationò Fakir of Siva had been traveling 

in the southern and western states for some time, and that local newspapers often 

published colorful and humorous anecdotes about him. The writer of the article 

suggested that these stories were deliberately planted publicity items, but went on 

to repeat one according to which the ñinimitable jokerò visited a horse auction in 

Cincinnati and cause a horse that was represented as healthy and only six years to 

state that it was really ñspavined and nineteen years next foaling time.ò ñThe 

Fakir of Siva.ò The New York Daily Times, 24 Sep 1852, p. 1) 

On 25 September 1852, the Times reported that the Fakir of Siva wasñastonishing 

the people of New-Orleans with his magic wand.ò (ñAmusements.ò The New 

York Daily Times, 25 Sep 1852, p. 1).t 

According to an account in the New Orleans Crescent, reprinted in the New York 

Times, the Fakir drew an appreciative crowd in a bank when he handed the teller 

some money, caused the money to disappear, and then threw a voice under the  
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1  Fort Wayne Times, 20 Nov 1851 

2Fort Wayne Times, 20 Nov 1851 
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counter, which said that  the money would be found in the tellerôs pocket, which it 

was. (ñThe Fakir of Siva.ò The New York Daily Times, 28 Sep 1852, p. 2).  

On the night of Saturday, 20 Nov 1852, according to the Times, a man ñsomewhat 

celebrated as a ventriloquist, and who has often performed at theatresò was 

arrested for drunkenness and put in jail, where he caused panic among the other 

prisoners by setting up a horrible racket of roaring lions, growling tigers, snarling 

panthers, screeching wildcats, and hissing snakes, until he became exhausted and 

fell asleep. (Untitled article, The New York Daily Times, 26 Nov 1852, p.6).  This 

perhaps had nothing to do with the Fakir of Siva, but the date corresponds to the 

period of his recorded activity. 

In January 1853, the Fakir of Siva was arrested in Cincinnati and tried for the 

violation of the Ohio lottery law, after he gave out prizes of jewelry to his 

audience. He was fined $1000 and sentenced to three months in jail. (Untitled 

article, The New York Daily Times, 19 Jan 1853, p. 7). 

The Fakir of Siva having given a couple of entertainments at which he distributed 

prize-jewelry among the audience, was arrested and tried in the Criminal Court 

last week upon a charge of violating the law forbidding the drawing of lotteries in 

this State. The case was argued Friday, and the jury were discharged Saturday, not 

having been able to agree upon a verdict. The Fakir thereupon submitted the case 

to the Court, and Judge Turner fined him $1000 and sentenced him to 3 month's 

imprisonment. (Cleveland Plaindealer; reprinted in Zainesville (OH) Daily 

Courier, 20 Jan 1853, p. 2) 

The Fakir of Siva has been arrested in Washington city for fraud. (Milwaukee 

Daily Free Democrat, 29 Oct 1853, p. 4) 

The Fakir of Siva and two of his agents were arrested and tried recently at 

Newark, N.J., for swindling in selling prize tickets. The agents were fined $600 

each, but the Fakir escaped through some informality in the proceeding.  

("Swindling." Milwaukee Daily Free Democrat, 4 Apr 1854, p. 2. 

The notorious Fakir of Siva (Haskell,) who was at Louisville at last advices, has 

been again arrested for theft. He effected a compromise with his prosecutor, 

paying $75, and was then discharged (Milwaukee Free Democrat, 29 Apr 1854, p. 

3) 

The notorious Fakir of Siva, who had established himself at Odd-Fellows Hall, 

New Orleans, and was about to astonish the world by his grand "Presentation 

Festival, Milwaukee Daily Free Press, 11 Dec 1854. p. 2." absquatulated on 
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leaving the "Fourth Estate," his landlady and sundry others in the lurch. The 

Fakir, before his flight, left behind him a number of letters addressed to his 

indignant victims, thanking them for their generous hospitality (Milwaukee Daily 

Free Press, 11 Dec 1854. p. 2) 

The Fakir of Siva is one of the best [illegible] in his line that we have ever seen 

(Illinois State Chronicle (Decatur), 12 May 1855, p. 2) 

Our citizens--or some of them--will remember a juggler, or magician, named 

Haskell, who performed here some years since, under the oriental title of the 

Fakir of Siva. By a letter from Mount Pleasant, Iowa, written to the Lafayette 

(Iowa) Journal, we notice that this slight-of-hand [sic] gentleman has palmed 

himself off at that place as a D.D., and under a $1,000 salary is preaching to a 

Congregational church. Some of his congregation,  hearing that their clergyman 

was a showman have been endeavoring to ascertain his true character 

(Cleveland Herald; reprinted in Janesville (WI) Weekly Times, 10 May 1859, p. 2) 

The Rev. Dr. Haskill, who was formerly a wandering juggler known as the Fakir of 

Siva, had been engaged at a salary of $1,000, as a clergyman, at Mt. Pleasant, 

Iowa. His preaching there is said to have consisted of harangues, stories and 

anecdotes, and his manner of conducting meetings to have been so disgusting 

that the most aged and experienced of the church were grieved, and ventured to 

state their grievances, whereupon he came down upon them in the most 

vituperative manner in the pulpit. Such has been his course and conduct that the 

church is quite broken up. It is rumored that the preacher and conjuror had 

eloped with a young lady of Lafayette, Indiana, and the western folks seem 

inclined to brand him as an impostor. (Portsmouth [OH] Times, 10 May 1859, p. 

2) 

Rev. Dr. Haskill, who was formerly a wandering juggler known as the Fakir of 

Siva, has been engaged at a salary of $1,000, as a clergyman, at Mount Pleasant, 

Iowa (Grand Traverse [MI] Herald, 20 May 1859, p. 3).  

The partizans of "Rev. Dr." Haskell, notorious some years since as the Fakir of 

Siva, now in pastoral charge of a congregation in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, have 

adopted a series of resolutions declaring their conviction that whatever his life 

may formerly have been, since his conversion some three years hence, his 

conduct has been entirely unexceptionable, and as he makes no concealment of 

his disreputable antecedents, he cannot be justly regarded as an impostor. 
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(Lafayette Journal. Reprinted in Dawsons Fort Wayne Daily Times, 9 June 1859, 

p. 2; and Racine Daily Journal, 11 June 1859, p. 11) 

The Weekly Journal of Yreka California reported that on 31 March 1861 the Fakir 

of Siva entertained on two evenings with ñwonderful feats of magicò and ñphunny 

tricksò;   then he made his way south. (freepages.history.rootsweb.com)  

"Prestidigitation."--This is a modern compound, expressive of what old-fashioned 

people were won't [sic] to call sleight of hand.--One of its practitioners is now 

performing at LeClaire Hall. Prof. Searl claims to be the original Fakir of Siva. 

Having no personal acquaintance with that distinguished gentleman, we cannot 

dispute his claims. His bills quote from the N.Y. Christian Advocate that "Prof. 

Searl is the most successful lecturer on natural and scientific magic now 

travelling." If so, he can anticipate appreciating audiences while in our city, and 

his performances last evening gave token that he is possessed of wonderful 

powers in the magic art, some of his feats being of a really astonishing character 

(Davenport (IO) Daily Gazette, 6 Feb 1862, p. 1) 

The Fakir of Siva gave a sleight of hand performance in Galveston. One of his 

feats was to make a marked dollar disappear in the sight of the crowd, which he 

successfully did. "That marked dollar will be found in the vest of that colored 

gentleman," said the Fakir, pointing with his magic wand at Sam Johnsing. All 

eyes were riveted on Sam, who advanced to the front, took some money from 

his vest pocket, and said: "Boss, heah is your change, I had two beers and a segar 

outen dat dollar you tole me to keep in my vest pocket till you called foah it." 

("An Untrustworthy African." Galveston News. Reprinted in Decatur  (IL) Daily 

Review, 15 Sep 1881, p. 3. Also reprinted in Chester (PA) Daily Times, 18 Feb 

1881) 

Article re refurbishing Levy Opera House, Charlottesville, VA, which opened in 

1852 as the Town Hall. Says that among those who performed at Town Hall were 

The Fakir of Siva and Wyman the Wizard ("Business takes over Town Hall." 

(Frederick [MD] Post, 6 Dec 1982, p. 16) 

Farrell, Frank. In 1890s, the Sautelle show included Frank Farrell, who played the saxophone 

and also learned to perform a ventriloquist act (Pfening, Fred D. Jr. "Sig Sautelle: New York 

Circus Owner." Bandwagon: The Journal of the Circus Society, Inc. Sep-Oct 2008, p. 4) 
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Finn, Thomas L. 

Thos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and magician, has signed with Chas. Leeôs London 

Shows for the next season (NYC, 17 Feb 1894, p. 801). 

Thos. Finn, ventriloquial and magic, was on the roster of Chas. Leeôs Great 

London Shows (NYC. 10 Mar 1894, p. 5).  

Wanted to buy--good "Punch" outfit. Must be in good condition and cheap. Send 

full particulars and lowest price at once. Thos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and 

illusionist. Canton, Pa., care of Lee's London Shows (NYC, 22 Sep 1894, p. 461). 

Lee's Circus: The announcements of Wallace and Finn, in the big show, catch 

good concerts. (NYC, 29 Sep 1894, p. 469). Thomas Finn, ventriloquist?  

Thos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and illusionist, has signed with Chas. Lee's London 

Shows for next season, making his second season with that show. (NYC, 19 Jan 

1895, p. 735) 

Thomas Finn, magician and lecturer and manager of side show, Charles Lee's 

London Shows. (NYC, 2 Mar 1895, p. 831). 

Notes from Chas. Lee's Shows: Thos. Finn, the ventriloquist and magician, will 

hereafter be known as Flash, the Wonder Worker. He will play the leading houses 

this season. (NYC, 20 Jul 11895, p. 307) 

ñThos. L. Finn, ventriloquist and illusionist, closed his second season with Leeôs 

London Shows, at Canton, Pa., and opens with his company Nov. 5, touring 

Vermont.ò (NYC, 2 Nov 1895, p. 550) 

Tom Finn was the side show manager for the Sautelle show at some time during the 

1890s and did magic and Punch and Judy (Pfening, Fred D. Jr. "Sig Sautelle: New York 

Circus Owner." Bandwagon: The Journal of the Circus Society, Inc. Sep-Oct 2008, p. 5) 

Fitzgerald, J.A. 

ñJ.A. Fitzgerald, a ventriloquist, died Oct. 5, in Chicago, Ill., from consumption. 

The deceased was thirty-two years of age and had been in the profession for a 

number of years. His wife, professionally known as Komochi [sic], survives him.ò  

(NYC, 17 Oct 1896, p. 527) 
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"Kamochi [sic]," lady magician, opens Nov. 2 at the Howard Athenaeum, Boston, 

Mass., with Tony Pastor's to follow. She has booked return dates at Olympic and 

Chicago Opera House, Chicago, Ill., Dec 14 and 21." (NYC, 24 Oct 1896, p. 536) 

Flanders, Prof. Prof. Flanders, magician and ventriloquist, Kickapoo Indian Medicine 

Co., No. 47: Dr. Harry Gillett, tooth extractor, lecturer and manager. Business is very 

good with us. Dr. Gillett was fined $100 in Columbus, Mo., under the new Yeater bill, 

which calls for a license of $100 a month. (NYC, 14 Sep 1895, p. 435). 

Flash. North Adams, Mass. 30 Mar 1898. Ladies night held by Mountain Lodge, 

A.O.U.W., in Odd Fellows' lodge room. Various entertainers, including "ventriloquism, 

magic and a Punch and Judy show by Mr. Flash of Hoosick Falls, N.Y." ("Mountain Lodge 

Entertains." North Adams Transcript (North Adams, Mass), 31 Mar 1898, p. 8) 

 

Fregoli, Leopoldo. Born in Rome, 1867; became the most celebrated Italian ventriloquist 

(Vox 1981, p. 88). Some notices in Clipper and Times are too detailed to be transcribed 

fully. A rather extensive biography was published in the Clipper on 20 Jun 1896 

(ñLeopold Fregoli.ò New York Clipper, 20 Jun 1896, p. 247) 
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(Clipper, 20 June 1896, p. 243) 

ñHe Plays Fifty Parts,ò NYT, 3 May1896, p. 10) 

"Music Hall Notes." New York Times, 10 May 1896, p. 10. 

Fregoli, Olympia Music Hall. Neat, swift mimicry, polished style, strong 

individuality make his Italian songs fairly interesting. Quick character changes. 

Better than Biondi (NYT, 17 May 1896, p. 10). 

"Fregoli Changes His Bill." New York Times, 21 May 1896, p. 5. 

"Ugo Biondi has brought suit for $50,000 damages against Oscar Hammerstein 

for alleged libel. The article on which the action is brought appeared on the 

programme of the Olympia Music Hall, May 12, on which night Leopold [sic] 

Fregoli made his debut in this country." (NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 183) 

 ñHammersteinôs Olympia,ò NYC, 23 May 1896, p. 184) 

"The Theatres," New York Times, 24 May 1896, p. 10. 

"Fregoli at Olympia," New York Times, 28 May 1896, p. 4  

"The Theatres." New York Times, 31 May 1896, p. 10 "The Theatres." New York 

Times, 31 May 1896, p. 10. 

Fregoli is still at the Olympia Music Hall, has made a hit, and will remain a long 

time (NYT, 7 Jun 1896, p. 10). 

15 Jun 1896 dedication of Hammerstein's Olympia Roof Garden, the crowning 

glory of Mr. Hammerstein's amusement palace, amid a blaze of electric lights and 

in the presence of fully three thousand representative metropolitan theatregoers. 

When the audience called for Mr. Hammerstein, he allowed himself to be led 

before the footlights by Fregoli. He merely bowed his acknowledgements, 

however (NYC, 20 Jun 1896, p. 248) 

Display ad: Hammerstein's Olympia, B'way and 44th St. Roof Garden. Fregoli, 

and all of the best stars (NYC, 20 Jun 1896, p. 256) 

Hammerstein's Olympia Roof Garden. "Fregoli presented for the first time in this 

country his 'El Dorado,' in which he gave an entire music hall programmeé.His 

impersonation of a musical clown playing on sleigh bells, cow bells, xylophone 

and flute would put to shame many of the musical comedians of the vaudeville 
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stage." This article includes a long list of characters Fregoli represented (NYC, 4 

Jul 1896, p. 280) 

 

(Clipper, 4 Jul 1896, p. 289) 

"Fregoli in Fifty Parts." New York Times, 5 Jul 1896, p. 10. 

Hammerstein's Olympia Roof Garden, week of 6 Jul 1986: ñFregoli began his 

ninth week with no sign of a waning of his popularity." (NYC, 11 Jul 1896, p. 

296) 

"Fregoli, at the close of his present engagement in this city, will make a tour of 

the principal cities of the country, under the management of Henry Greenwall." 

(NYC, 18 Jul 1896, p. 309) 

Fregoli, last week, Olympia Roof Garden, New York, week of 17 Aug 1896 

(NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 392) 

Fregoli plays a two weeks' engagement at the Park Theatre, Philadelphia, 

commencing 24 Sep 1896 (NYC, 22 Aug 1896, p. 391) 

Fregoli, opening 14 Sep 1896 at the Columbia, Brooklyn, NY (NYC, 29 Aug 

1896, p. 408) 

Park Theatre, Boston, MA: "Fregoli comes to this house for an engagement of 

two weeks, during which he will be seen in his novel repertory. This engagement 

will mark the reopening of the regular season of the house under its new 

management." (NYC, 5 Sep 1896, p. 421) 

Fregoli's, Boston, Mass, 7-12 Sep 1896; New York, 14-19 (NYC, 12 Sep 1896, p. 

436) 

Columbia Theatre, Brooklyn: Fregoli will appear here next week (NYC, 12 Sep 

1896, p. 440) 

Fregoli (NYC, 19 Sep 1896).  Brooklyn, 14-19 Sep 1896, Philadelphia, 21-26 Sep 

1896 (p. 452). Park Theatre, Philadelphia, week of 21 Sep (p. 455). Columbia 

Theatre, Brooklyn, week of 14 Sep (p. 546) 


